
Having regard to the provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of Macedonia, and in particular Article 40 thereof, providing particular care and protection of the family, Article 37 guaranteeing and stimulating freedom of the scholarly, artistic and other forms of creative work, as well as Article 25 guaranteeing to each citizen the respect and protection of the privacy of his/her family life and of his/her dignity and reputation,

Anticipating, without any doubt, the state interest of the Republic of Macedonia for membership in the European Union,

Referring to the relevant international conventions that are part of the legal order of the Republic of Macedonia, and in particular the United Nations' Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Council of Europe Convention on Cybercrime and the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation, 

Supporting further development of the information technology and Internet in light of the globalization processes and strengthening of the inter-dependence of the states in the world,

United in the desire for overall societal engagement and safer Internet that will be in function of further development of the "knowledge based society", in accordance with European Union standards and practices,

Striving, within the frames of the information technology, to encourage a wider societal engagement for protection of the family and further promotion of the rights of the child,

Joining the celebration of the European Day for Safer Internet, and on the basis of Article 68, paragraph 2 of the Constitution of the Republic of Macedonia, the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia, on its session held on 1 March 2010, has adopted the following 
DECLARATION FOR SAFER INTERNET
1. Having in mind the civilizational goal of the democratic states, we commit ourselves for a further promotion of the constitutional principles and freedoms of speech, as well as of the freedom of  the scholarly, artistic and other forms of creative work in light of the development of the information technology, in accordance with member states and European Union standards and practices, since this is one of the ways to ensure overall cultural, educational, economic and political development of the Republic of Macedonia (RM);
2. Noting the positive influence of the information technology and the Internet on the development of the "knowledge based society", we ecnourage the state institutions, the civil society organizations and the educational institutions, in accordance with member states and European Union standards and practices, to take increased care and provide safer Internet environment for the children, among other things, and to establish the relevant institutions as the Center for Safer Internet;
3. Anticipating the role and the importance of the private sector in the future development of the information society, and through the prism of the need for further development of the societal responsibility of all segments, we call on the Internet providers, within the frames of their offer, to promote among other things, appropriate Internet packages in accrodance with the member states and European Union standards and practices, that enable protection of children from contents on the Internet, that are to the detriment of their morals and their health;

4. Havin in mind the fact that knowledge and education are the most efficient menas for protection of children from risks present on the Internet, we ecnourage the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Macedonia, to introduce contents in the primary and secondary education curricula that will teach the children how to behave and protect themselves from the security threats on the Internet;

5. Mindful of the increased importance of the education, especially in light of ensuring access to the information technology to the citizens of RM, we encourage the state institutions and the civil society to continue and increase their engagement for strenghtnening of the public awareness among the parents and for the importance of creation of safer Internet environment for the children, in accordance with the member states and European Union standards and practices;

6. Aware of the fact that real life activities of the citizens are going on on the Internet, and having in mind that if is of particular importance the accoplishment of the cinstitutional principle guaranteing each citizen respect and protection of the privacy of his/her family life and of his/her dignity and reputation, we call on the Agency for Personal Date Protection of the RM to continue and increase its efforts for prevention of unaothorized use and abuse of personal data of the citizens on the Internet;

7. Mindful of the role of the state in ensuring a safer Internet environment, as well as in creating basis for further development of "knolwdge based society",  we encourage the government of the Republic of Macedonia and the local government units to engage futher on the access to the contents of the public wireless hotspots opened by them, as well as within the frames of the state schools having Internet connection to create preconditions that will enable children to be protected from access to contents on the Internet harmful to their morals and health;
8. Noting the importance of the information technology for further development of "knowledge based society" as one of the main reasons stimulating development of the RM, we encourage the institutions to continue and increase the funding of scientific research in the field of information technology;

9. Aware of the increased role of multimedia contents in creation of peoples' opinions, and especially of the children, we call on the state institutions, withing the frames of their competences, to introduce or accept some of the European systems for age listing of the multimedia contents;

10. The Declaration shall be submitted to the Government of the Republic of Macedonia, the economic chambers, universities, as well as the non-governmental associations in the RM;

11. This Declaration shall be published in the "Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia".
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