	
	

	
	



10th CONFERENCE OF THE SEECP PRESIDENTS OF PARLIAMENT
Ohrid, 26-28 May 2013 
FINAL DECLARATION
We, the Presidents of the Parliaments of the South East European Cooperation Process Participating States: Mr. Trajko VELJANOSKI, Mr. Mitja BERVAR, Mr. Cemil ÇIÇEK, Mr. Josip LEKO, Mr. Mihail MIKOV, Mr. Nebojša STEFANOVIĆ, Mr. Valeriu Stefan ZGONEA, Vice Presidents of Parliaments: Ms. Renata BRUNSKOLE, Mr. Florin CONSTANTINESCU, Mr. Suljo MUSTAFIČ, Mr. Milorad ŽIVKOVIĆ, and the Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee Mr. Fatos BEJA met in Ohrid on 27 and 28 May 2013,
together with the Special Invitees: Mr. Wolfgang GROSSRUCK, Mr. László SURJÁN, Mr. Goran SVILANOVIĆ.
Expressing our readiness to contribute to the strengthening and further development of SEECP, an authentic voice of the region that in European context is seen as a dynamic and perspective political forum for dialogue and cooperation, in which special place and role has its parliamentary dimension,
Emphasizing the importance of the multilateral and bilateral cooperation of the parliaments of the participating countries for transformation of the region in an area of peace, security, stability, solidarity and good-neighbourly cooperation in the interest of the citizens, nations and states, as well as of Europe in general,

Guided by the principle of regional ownership and having regard to the need for synergy of the activities in the field of economic and social development, overcoming the economic crisis, as well as challenges regarding climate change, energy, transport, security and other issues facing the participating states,

Expressing understanding and support of the efforts for resolving the structural problems of the European economic and monetary union at a time of global economic and financial crisis, and at the same time reiterating that the EU membership has been and still is a strategic commitment and priority for the South East European countries,
Having regard to the final declarations of the previous nine conferences of Presidents of Parliament, as well as the expressed common will for continuous realization, development and promotion of the SEECP Parliamentary Dimension, and recalling the conclusions from the final declarations of the Conferences in Antalya and Podgorica and expressing readiness to contribute actively to the full implementation of the joint commitment for further institutionalization and strengthening of the SEECP Parliamentary Dimension, leading to the establishment of a Parliamentary Assembly,
Have declared as follows:
1. We note that the global economic and financial crisis has a serious impact on our region and requires implementation of profound and comprehensive changes and reforms on national, regional and global level. Having in mind the general connection and interdependence, it is necessary to address the challenges regarding the economy, energy and climate change jointly, and not individually, and the countries in the region should give their contribution;

2. We emphasize the need for identifying urgent and long-term measures for mitigation of the consequences of the crisis, especially on the vulnerable groups, for increasing energy efficiency, and addressing climate change and the other challenges;

3. We agree that only with strict austerity measures we can not resolve the problems that the participating states are facing; we need to find balance between fiscal consolidation, sustainable development and social cohesion in the context of increased competition and limited resources in the region. In order to achieve this, our parliaments should improve the conditions for attracting foreign investments; one of the precondition for this is harmonization of the legislative prerequisites in accordance with the acquis communautaire and the established good practices of the EU; 
4. We note with concern that the most obvious consequences of the economic crisis are deterioration of the conditions for doing business, increased poverty, and high level of unemployment, especially among the young. Restoring sustainable development continues to be major challenge for most of the governments in the region, and the national parliaments have the task of securing it and further promoting rule of law and fight against corruption and organized crime.

5. We stress that in the region there are countries that are highly placed in the Doing Business reports of the World Bank, some are even ranked among the emerging economies. This creates additional room for overcoming the negative consequences of the global economic and financial crisis, with increased investments in the region and improvement of the communication in the field of energy, transport and other areas of common concern. Special emphasis should be placed on increasing the cross-border cooperation and effectively combining the use of the local financial funds and the available EU funds for strengthening of the economic development and protection of the environment and cultural heritage;
6. We welcome the Europe 2020 Strategy and the correspondent Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) SEE 2020 Job-creating growth and EU Integration Strategy as its central pillar that is aimed at achieving smart, sustainable and inclusive development through joint actions in the areas of economic and social development, energy and infrastructure, justice and domestic affairs, security cooperation and human resources development. With respect to this, we expect the role of the parliaments to be stepped up in this process, thus strengthening the governance of these strategies and reinforcing the control and oversight functions of the parliaments regarding the regional and national activities. 

7. We point out the special role of the Regional Cooperation Council in strengthening the regional cooperation in SEE, and express full support to the priorities of parliamentary cooperation foreseen in its new Strategy and Work Programme for the period 2014-2016.
II
8.  We reiterate that the enlargement as a long-term strategic concept gave positive results in Europe and the region, and the open doors policy proved encouraging for fulfillment of the required standards and criteria for the EU membership. The efforts of both the EU and the accession, candidate and aspirant countries are necessary in order to successfully complete the enlargement process all over the region and in all of its stages.

9. We express our commitment to the principle of “all inclusiveness” regarding the cooperation in the framework of the Euro-integration process, as an important element of regional stability and long-term development. 
10. We note with satisfaction that the SEECP  Participating States are making progress in the Euro-integration process, and in this context:
- we welcome the fact that one participating country will become the 28th EU member state and that parliamentarians from this country will have the possibility to participate in the work of the European Parliament on an equal basis, which is especially important for better understanding and support of the European perspectives of the region and can serve as encouragement for the other countries to continue on their path towards European integration;

- we welcome the progress in the accession negotiations with the EU of the participating country with the longest candidate status that is also one of the key partners of the EU, having in mind its dynamic and emerging economy, strategic location and significant regional role for the European foreign policy and energy security;

- we express satisfaction from the new approach regarding the chapters on judiciary and fundamental rights, justice, freedom and security in the negotiations that one participating country started with the EU, which enables to strengthen the focus on the rule of law in the country, and to encourage the irreversible reforms that are being undertaken in all the countries in the region;
- we reiterate that, guided by the progress achieved in the fulfillment of the criteria for EU membership, the European Commission and the European Parliament have in the last several years continuously and repeatedly recommended opening the accession negotiations with one SEECP  Participating State. While the High Level Accession Dialogue moves forward the European integration process, it should not be seen as a substitute but rather as a bridge towards the beginning of accession negotiations, as recommended by the European Commission and the European Parliament since 2009; we take note of the latest Spring Report of the European Commission and of the European Parliament Resolution of 23 May 2013 and express our hope that the European Council in June could reach a decision on accession negotiations.  
- we note with satisfaction that historic agreement has been reached between Belgrade and Pristina, which is in the interest of the European perspective of their citizens and of exceptional importance for the stability and development of the region and Europe. Having in mind the fact that the candidate country for EU membership has achieved the required progress and has fulfilled the necessary political and economic criteria, we welcome the European Commission recommendation for giving the date for opening accession negotiations, and we call on the European Council to determine date for opening negotiations;
- we believe that, depending on the progress in the reforms and after successfully organizing and carrying out the parliamentary elections in accordance with the European and international standards, one SEECP participating country will make additional efforts for getting closer to the EU and achieving candidate status;

- we hope that the continuation of the High Level Dialogue on the Accession Process (HLDAP) between the EC and one SEECP participating country will contribute to the speeding up of the submission of the application for EU membership of the country. In this respect we point out that the international community, and especially the EU, continues to play an important role in the further democratization and functioning of the institutions of the two entities and the three constitutive peoples, as well as in the preservation and inviolability of the territorial integrity of the country;
- we welcome the progress achieved in the process of visa liberalization with the EU and in the negotiations for the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA), and support the European perspective of the SEECP participating country, which is a “success story” in the European Partnership and the European Neighbourhood Policy; and 

11. We encourage the national parliaments of some SEECP Participating States to make, with support of the European Parliament, consistent efforts and to adopt innovative approaches necessary for maintaining the momentum of the reforms and the momentum of enlargement, which is important for addressing the key challenges of enlargement; 

III

12. We underline that the parliaments, as true representatives of the will of the citizens, are the fundamental democratic institution that promote the reforms and exercise oversight over the government in the modern society. Consequently, we call on the parliaments of the countries in the region to have a pro-active role of a key institution in the political system that should be respected by all the participants in the political process;

13. We stress that the SEECP Parliamentary Dimension has in the last 15 years consistently contributed, with the Conferences of the Presidents of Parliament in the region, for the strengthening of the joint commitment for promotion of the regional cooperation and European integration;

14. We welcome the efforts of the country holding the Chairmanship-in-Office to continue with all the already established forms of inter-parliamentary relations and cooperation, especially the holding of the international conference on the topic “15 years of the SEECP Parliamentary Dimension, the present, the future and the European perspective of the region” and the international conference on the topic “European integration through cooperation of the parliaments, the civil society and the independent regulatory bodies in South East Europe”;

15. We express satisfaction that the host country chaired and organized successfully four meetings of the SEECP Parliamentary Dimension Working Group, with active participation of representatives of the parliaments of the participating states, which demonstrates our joint readiness to contribute to the development and further promotion of the regional parliamentary cooperation; 

16. We commend the efforts of the country holding the Chairmanship-in-Office to contribute, with relevant publications and special section on the parliamentary web page, for increasing the transparency and visibility of the SEECP parliamentary dimension, and in this context we support the continuation of the documentation, publication and research activities in this field;
17. With the adoption of the Joint Statement, we reaffirm our commitment for institutionalization and transformation of the SEECP Parliamentary Dimension into SEECP Parliamentary Assembly. The Parliamentary Assembly should function as a permanent parliamentary forum for exchange of experiences, dialogue and cooperation on issues of special interest for the SEE countries and its citizens, in synergy with the regional and international partners, as well as in effective cooperation with other existing regional inter-parliamentary cooperation forums and initiatives, focused on issues of common interest and priority such as human rights and the rule of law, economic growth and creation of jobs, but also on projects regarding the trans-European energy and communication network;
18. We express appreciation to the host Parliament and its President for the successful chairmanship with the SEECP Parliamentary Dimension and we agree that the inaugural session of the SEECP Parliamentary Assembly be held in Bucharest, in the framework of the next SEECP Chairmanship-in-Office.

Adopted in Ohrid on 28 May 2013.
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