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Distinguished Chairman Mr. Spasenovski,
Distinguished Chairman Mr. Trakatelis,

Distinguished Vice - President of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia,
Distinguished colleges from the European and the Macedonian Parliament,
I am honored for having the opportunity to speak about the environment, especially as a single representative of a Green Party from the Republic of Macedonia and I am very pleased for having such a debate on this issue. We are all aware that significant attention should be paid to the environment. I am part of the Government coalition and I am especially pleased that this Government pays attention to the environment in the last three years and that a step forward has been made in the field of legislatition and in practice. Of course, we cannot say that we have accomplished the EU standards, but we are on a good way to do that, we have already passed a lot of things and I would like to hear your opinions on the manner how to walk on this path more successfully.

I think it is important to start with the conclusion that the Republic of Macedonia during 2007 and 2008, finished the harmonization of several laws in the area of environment, and those are: Law on Environment, Law on Air Quality, Law on Waste Management, Law on Nature Protection, Law on Protection from Noise in the Environment, Law on Genetically Modified Organisms and Law on Waters. Parts of these Laws have been adopted in the past, but the changes were completed last year and harmonized with the European standards. It is important to mention that the Law on Waters has undergone serious changes and the part which refers to  treatment of water recourses has been transferred from the Ministry of Agriculture to the Ministry of Environment, with the aim for treatment of waters more seriously and for protection of their quality. Most significant shanges hav been made to the Law on Waste Management, the Government paid attention to this law and besides the adoption of this Law, the Law on Clean Environment has been adopted, which is complementary to this Law. The Law on Waste Management was adopted by the Ministry on Protection of the Environment, while the Law on Clean Environment was adopted by the Ministry of Transport and Communications and they are complementary in the part concerning the environment. Further, the Government has established a Coordinative Committee on Waste, whose chairman is personally the Primer Minister, Mr. Gruevski , thus showing  that this issue is of high priority. In this framework, series of activities have been taken and many mass cleaning actions were carried out around Macedonia. Currently, there is an activity for providing the local self-government units and equipment for gathering and storing of the waste, because this is a big problem, and the local self-government units do not have the capacity to apply the provisions at this moment. This is why the Government considered that local self-government units should be provided with financial asistance, after which all laws related to the environment would be seriously applied. We are all witnessing the Government’s intensive activities in this field at the moment, there is an announcement for organizing a big campaign for raising of the public consciousness for these issues.

 Of course, we are aware that this cannot be finished in a short period of time, but we have opened a wide front for treatment of these issues. This is in the legislative area, but I would like to inform you that the adoption of the other by-laws has started, since without this mechanism many laws would be underused. Many of these laws are in procedure, and others are to be adopted and I hope that within few months, this body will receive this information. The main effort of the Ministry of Environment and the Government of the Republic of Macedonia is to ensure a process for integration of the policies on environment in other policies and to integrate the green option as a philosophy all policies; this will be impossible if we, as politicians, do not learn this policy and spread it in the public. These processes surely will be parallel with others in this area, and all suggestions from the EU and the countries which are more developed in this area will be of great value. 
The Ministry on Environment has adopted a set of policies and plans for the treatment of the environment for 2008, as well as a National Strategy for Approximation in the Field of Environment, followed by sectoral studies for particular areas. Also by the end of this year a National Strategy on Sustainable Development is to be adopted, for which I can say that it is in process of preparation. Also, a National Strategy on Investments in the Environment, on which a Program on Investments in the Environment is to be adopted, by which projects will be financed aiming to promote and protect the environment. By the end of the Year, we are planning to adopt a National Plan on Waste Management. These statements are not only an idea, but governmental projects in procedure, for which many teams have been established and are in procedure on particular level. For all this, I am at your disposal to provide information about the activities. The Plan on Institutional Development of the Capacities for Management of the Environment, on national and on local level for the period 2009-2014, is in procedure. 
It is significant to mention that the monitoring of the progress in the area of environment for 2007-2008 is also in procedure and is one of the mechanisms used by the EC for monitoring the process of approximation in this area. This is executed for the second time in Macedonia as a candidate state and we are planning to continue this process. We have informed them very precisely, and we have received remarks on particular issues, which I hope would be noted in the next report. Within the framework of this project, in October 2008, Progress Report for the Republic of Macedonia for 2007 was prepared. 
I would like to mention our interest for the climate changes for which my colleges previously discussed, because the climate changes are unavoidable and the nature does not have state borders. If we do not think about these issues and do not think globally, and act locally, there will be no result. We are aware that the Republic of Macedonia is not one of the big polluters and cannot dramatically influence the climate changes, but we feel morally obligated to be unified and to contribute in this area. According to the Kyoto Protocol, we have made changes in the Law on Environment and work on projects from the CDM Strategy on Projects, and the Republic of Macedonia has prepared two National Reports on Climate Changes, one in 2003, and the other in 2008. According to my information the Republic of Macedonia is the first country which has this status and has prepared two National Reports on Climate Changes. Trainings on strengthening the capacities of the Ministry of Environment are executed permanently, and also of the local units, as well as other regional units and other institutions on conducting the policies on environment protection and raising the public consciousness in this area.

 If you allow me, I would discuss the regional cooperation in the environment area, which is in the focus of today’s discussion. The Republic of Macedonia is fully opened in the regional area. The Fourth Meeting of the Bilateral Committee on Protection and Sustainable Development of the Ohrid Lake Confluence between the delegations from the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic of Albania was held. On this Meeting the possibilities of expending the cooperation and the new initiative on preparation of a project for the confluence of the Drim River were reviewed. We have especially active cooperation between the Secretariat on European Issues and the Ministry of Environment, for the execution of the obligations form the Operational Programs from IPA component 2- for overboard cooperation. In this area there are programs between the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic of Greece, and in this framework is the training on overboard institutional capacity building. This training was executed due to the common technical secretariats and public calls and financed by the European Union, and is realized between the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic of Albania. 
An integrated management with the eco-systems in overboard basin of the Prespa Lake is in procedure, a three lateral project between Republic of Macedonia, the Republic of Albania and the Republic of Greece, financed by UNDP/GEF and the Governments of the three states, and the procedure is conducted on national and on regional level as well. This activity is of particular importance, since it is conducted in a particularly sensitive period, and the contribution of the Republic of Greece, which is one of the partners and constituents of this self-financed project, should be stressed and we express our gratitude thereof. The common interest activities are: establishing a joint monitoring system of the waters and biological diversity as well as the need of signing a three lateral agreement on sustainable development of the confluence of Prespa Lake. In this direction a report is prepared, it contains the possibilities for surpassing the issues and problems which derive from the region without any signed documentот and without strict obligations of the all counties.  . We believe that this will be finished as soon as possible. 

It is significant that the Republic of Macedonia is included in the following regional initiatives:

· EMERALS network for the areas of particular interest for the environment protection, which is one of the mechanisms of the candidate states to join the EU, and is in accordance with the Directive on Birds and Directives on Habitat and Establishing Natura 2000 Area,
·  With the Memorandum on Cooperation, the Republic of Macedonia , together with 13 countries has signed the Initiative on preparedness and Protection form Disasters in South-East Europe. In the framework of this Initiative is the development of 2 projects: Project on Fast reaction of reams in Cases of Floods and Project on Harmonization of Maps on seismically risky areas, establishing a methodology on preparation of developing seismic maps. 
We consider that the Republic of Macedonia’s openness for regional cooperation is the best way for developing the good neighbor relations. I must say that in this framework, beside all good things, that as a state we were unpleasantly surprised from the military exercise in the border area in South Greece. We believe that these sporadic incidents, which will be unique, will not agitate our mutual relations. 
I am pleased to state that there are other good initiatives in the Region, such as the Regional Conference of the Balkans Green Parties whose subject was the overboard water recourse management, on which five Balkan Green parties attended, and besides from the Democratic Reconstruction of Macedonia - DOM as organizer of the event, parties from Greece, Albania Bulgaria and Serbia were included, and we were honored by the presence of the H.E. Ambassador of the European Committee, Mr. Ervan Fuere and the Minister on Environment, Mr. Nexhat Jakupi. In Macedonia there are other ideas for the environment, which I hope will spread in the region and one of them is the initiative of the NG Department, initiated by the opera singer Mr. Boris Trajanov, named “ Tree Day”, which resulted with millions of planted trees all around Macedonia. The public consciousness is raised , which resulted with a reaction from the municipality near OKTA for the pollution of the environment, The government mediated this case and through cooperation between the Local government and the Municipality Ilinden and OKTA, the series of negotiation ended successfully, and 4 measuring stations were installed and I believe that this problem will be solved.

Thank you. 
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