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Distinguished colleges, 
First of all, allow me, on behalf of the Social-Democratic Union and on behalf of the whole opposition, to greet the Co-Chairman Trakatellis and the other colleagues, the distinguished Excellences and the Vice Prime-Minister on Euro-Integration, Mr. Ivica Bocevski. I sincerely hope that after the European elections in 2009, the confirmation of the Macedonia’s efforts to become a full member of EU as soon as possible will continue. Today I shall speak on a subject which is essential for the Republic of Macedonia: transport and infrastructure, since the faster Macedonia develops in this area, the more opportunities there will be for foreign investments and economic development. Hence, my address shall be a short résumé on several areas and on what the Republic of Macedonia has done in the past period regarding transport and infrastructure. 

In the area of Trans-European networks, I can assure you that there is a significant progress regarding Corridor VIII and X. The main project is in its final phase, and by 2010 the highway of the Corridor VIII is expected to be completed towards the border crossing with the Republic of Albania - Skopje - the Bulgarian border. The bypass around Skopje is partially finished, and the rest is to be finished during 2009. Also, according to my information, a project on Corridor X has been prepared, to complete the road towards the Republic of Greece with funds, according to the information of the Ministry of Finances and Ministry on Transport and Communications, are provided form the Budget of the Republic of Macedonia, IPA funds, the European Investment Bank and Greek Plan on Reconstruction of the Balkans. In the same time, construction of the highway to the border crossing Tabanovce towards the Republic of Serbia has started, and is to be finished during the first half of 2010.

Regarding the harmonization of the transport legislative, the Republic of Macedonia has been an active participant in the negotiations for establishment of Transport Union for the West-Balkan countries, aiming to fully regulate the legislative in this area with Chapters 14 - Transport Policy and 21- Transport Networks, in order to negotiate these chapters when the membership negotiations start. The Treaty on Transport Union is to be signed by the end of 2009. A significant prosperity in the development of the Transport Observatory on South-East Europe (SEETO) has been noted by the implementation of the multi- annual plan (MAP) for the period from 2009 to 2013, aimed, with the so called- soft measures, to eliminate the administrative barriers in the transport between the countries from the West Balkan and for enforced regional cooperation. 
In the area of road infrastructure, I would like to point out that on 15 June 2008; the Republic of Macedonia has published an announcement in “Financial Times” for initial interest on road concession. The subject of concession are major roads in the state, among which parts of the Corridors VIII and X towards neighboring countries. The timeframe of the concession is estimated on 35 years, and the roads are to be constructed for 6 years and transferred to the Government after the termination of the concession. We are little worried about the election of the consultant for this public announcement on road concession, having in mind the phases of pre-qualification and qualification, then election of the best offer, and we certainly hope that the Government will manage to respect the established deadlines.  
According to the information of the Ministry of Transport and Communications, re-structuration of the PE Macedonia Pat is in process, aimed for harmonization of the company with the liberalization of the market on road maintenance, and according to the Stabilization and Association Agreement( Article 57 and 98). The Republic of Macedonia has adopted a Decision which equals the fee of the foreign transporters, which used to pay 50% higher fees for the roads.  Also, the adoption of the Decision on Road Tax is in procedure in order to improve the situation and eliminate the difference in the payment of road taxes by the drivers of foreign and domestic vehicles. A Project on reconstruction and rehabilitation of the regional and local road network in the country is in preparation, and this investment is supported by the World Bank with 70 million euro and from EBRD with 50 million euro. These projects are envisaged to be executed in 2009. The local self-government units significantly contribute to this project by providing projects. The deadline for realization of this project is 2008-2011. With these funds, about 2000 kilometers road network in the Republic of Macedonia will be reconstructed. However, what concerns us is the postponed tender and the World Bank re-considers the financial support for this project. In the moment, 20 bridges on the Regional Road M-1 are reconstructed and strengthened, and the investor NATO, plans to finish this project in 2008. 
In the railway transport and infrastructure, according to the information from the Ministry of Transport and Communications, a railway line from the Corridor VIII is in the process of construction, to connect the two member states: Republic of Italy and Republic of Bulgaria. Negotiations with the construction companies have already started and by the beginning of 2009 we expect the construction of the railway to continue. Also, a Decision on Obtaining Trains and Locomotives has been adopted, supported by a 15 million dollars credit from the World Bank. It is announced that in cooperation with the German Railways, by the end of this year a system on electronic purchase of tickets is to be established. This system shall provide for every citizen from the Republic of Macedonia to be able electronically to purchase a ticket in the country or outside the country, and also, foreigners can purchase a ticket in Macedonia and outside Macedonia. In the field of regulations of the air transport, I can state that finally on 3.12 2008 the Republic of Macedonia will become a full member of the Joint Aviation Authorities (JAA), accomplishing one of the most important obligations from the Protocol V of the Multilateral Agreement Establishing the Common European Aviation Area, signed with the EU, but I must state my regret that for a while we are awaiting for the transformation of the Civil Aviation Agency, in sense  of separation of the regulator from the provider of the air transport, in accordance with the Law on Air Transport, which has been changed several times in the past 20 months. Also, the Draft-changes and Annexes to this Law, the provisions regarding the examination of the air transport accidents, serious incidents, incidents and events, are harmonized with the EU Directive 95/56 on the Basic Principles in Accidents and Serious Accidents in the Public Air Transport, as well as with the EU Directive 2003/42 on Reports in the Public Air Transport. 
On 24.09. 2008, the Republic of Macedonia has signed an Agreement with the TAV Company for concession, reconstruction and construction of the airports in the Republic of Macedonia. With the realization of this project, the infrastructure of the two airports in Skopje and Ohrid will be improved; the security level and the capacities of air transport will be increased. The company is obliged within 36 months to build a new cargo airport in Stip, aimed to meet the needs in the cargo transport. The airports will be given under concession, in accordance with the Law on Air Transport, in a period of 20 years. Nevertheless, we must convey our worries because of the circumstances in the last 2 months, before the concession by the TAV Company, since work posts have been given to on a bias basis and unqualified personnel has been appointed on certain working positions, which will affect the process of attracting foreign investments in the Republic of Macedonia. Additionally, we are concerned for the concession period, but we do support every act which is a contribution to the development of the air transport and improvement of the performances of the airports in our country. We expect that after the termination of this project, the Republic of Macedonia shall break the barrier of 1 million passengers per year in the air transport. 
In the area of electronic communications and IT society, I must note and this is confirmed by the Progress Report of EC that a significant progress is noted in the area of electronic communications by the harmonization of the provisions from the Stabilization and Association Agreement, in direction of providing more competitive conditions for the consumers. As an opposition, we are not satisfied with the developments, since there is no general manager in the Agency of Electronic Communications, and it still functions with an ex officio manager as an internal solution. Additionally, we are concerned for the concession period, but we do support every act which is a contribution to the development of the air transport and promotions of the performances of the aerodromes in our country. We expect that after the termination of this project, the Republic of Macedonia shall brake the barer of 1 million passengers per year in the air transport. 

In the area of electronic communications and IT society, I must note, and this is confirmed by the Progress Report of EC that a significant progress is noted in the area of electronic communications by the harmonization of the provisions from the Agreement on Stabilization and Association in direction of providing more competitive conditions for the consumers. As an opposition we are not satisfied with the condition without director in the Agency of Electronic Communications, which still functions with an ex-officio manager as an internal solution. Additionally, we are concerned for certain personnel solutions in the framework of the Committee, who have little or less than five years working experience as it is projected, and which are from the Minister of Finance’s Office that is seen as a kind of political pressure on this independent body. The Wimax i.e. wide web internet should be spread on the whole territory of the Republic of Macedonia. Although the licenses have been given a year ago, the operators have an obligation to start within six months. The insufficient level of investment by the operators, concerns us as well as the division of the national and regional licenses, which has questioned the investment in the rural areas and there was an investment by only one company in Skopje. 


Some points in the Report which cause discontent among us is the insufficient implementation of reforms in the media because of the lack of particular provision on concentration of the property of media, the finance position of the Public Broadcast Council, because of the lack of financial help and stability, which are still vulnerable to political influence. The biggest concern is the condition of the public service in the Republic of Macedonia, i.e. the Macedonian Radio and TV, where the employees haven’t received salary for months. Additionally, the Government, although having the presented models on payment of the broadcast expenses from November 2006, still hasn’t chosen the payment model. We doubt that the system on collecting this system is not fully implemented in order for the Public Broadcast Council and the Macedonian TV to remain financially dependent. Unfortunately, the Public Broadcast Council in the past two years is able to function due to the some reserves obtained from interest rates, but MRT is fully exhausted and dependent on governments funds, which are sporadically provided, because in this way the Government ensures its influence and we are concerned about the last changes in the Law on Public Broadcast, which provides the opportunity for bankruptcy of the broadcast service, and the changes were adopted by the Assembly in August 2008. I must point out that although these changes are small, they highly influence on the independence of the broadcast service. Additionally, these changes have decreased the broadcast taxes, which according to the calculation of the Department on Finances in MRT even if totally collected, they can cover maximum 85% of the MRT expenses. 


I would like to point out that certain procedures in the use of the Assembly Channel in the past period are against the Law on Public Broadcast, because according to this Law the Channel was supposed to be used only for the Assembly activities, but 40 days ago, a Session of the Government was broadcasted on this channel, and this was discussed in the Assembly Channel, in the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia. I must note that with the last changes in the Budget, 8 million euro was transferred to MRT for expenses and salaries of the employees. This fact proves that we need new approach to the broadcast service. According to the information, a Strategy and Action Plan on Public Broadcast Development have been adopted. The Broadcast Council has adopted directions on publication of the changes of ownership structure of the broadcast providers and a by-law on sanctions for violation of the Law on Public Broadcast and implementation of the legislative that stipulates the media coverage of elections. Additionally, a Memorandum on Understanding for strengthening of the capacities of the Broadcast Council on Monitoring was signed. 

I would like to inform you that the Vice-President of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia, who is Chair of the Council of the Assembly Channel, has suggested particular changes and annexes to the Law on Public Broadcast, where issues of the Assembly Channel will be discussed. In this direction, we expect in short time our expert groups to give their opinion for this issue. Because of this, we believe that the projected changes in the Law on Broadcast for June 2009, the Assembly will be conducted earlier. Changes in the Law on Electronic Communications are projected also, and I must underline that we are concerned about the project of the full computerization of the educational system in the Republic of Macedonia, and regardless of the prolonged deadlines, we expect to be fully executed. 

As a last area I would like to discuss are the housing and municipal issues and infrastructure. According to the information, the Ministry on Transport and Communications is included in the process of Open Method of Coordination, which has started in July 2008 by UNDP (United Nations Development Programme) and UNFPA (United Nations Populations Fund), in cooperation between the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy. The aim of this project is to strengthen the Government’s capacities in the fight against poverty and social isolation, through active participation of the interested parties, especially the vulnerable groups, by the development of social policies. The realization of the goals and activities from the Strategy on Roma Population in the Republic of Macedonia continues, as well as of the National Action Plan on Housing, which are connected with the Decade on Roma 2005-2015, and the Ministry of Transport and Communications is authorized as a member of the National Coordinative Body for the implementation. In this direction, we work on several projects for improvement of the living conditions in several cities in the country, with dominant Roma population. As a part of the National Strategy on Rural Development, the realization of several capital projects on building of water supply and sewage systems in the self-government units is in process, and the finances are provided for construction of these systems in 89 populated areas. 

I hope that in my address I have elaborated in details and that I have provided you with sufficient information on the developments in the area of transport and infrastructure. 

Thank you. 
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