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Dear colleagues, 

I happy to have the pleasure and to speak with you about such a sensitive, and in the same time, very important topic - the liberalization of the visa regime for the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia, but I would like to speak about the abolishment of the visa regime for the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia. 

 Namely, the Republic of Macedonia has been a candidate country since 2005, but unfortunately since then we have not seen much progress in getting a date for negotiations and accomplishment of what we are aiming at, that is, the abolition of the visa regime on all levels and enabling in that way regular communication between the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia and those of EU. The rigid visa regime has put the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia in a ghetto, and we have a situation in the 21st century when the mobility of the young people, particularly in the process of their education and Europeanization is boundered because they are faced with the EU rigid visa regime.  The young people can not communicate freely with young people from the EU member states and in this way they have no opportunity, or have some opportunity, to visit some of the member states, to communicate with the young people from the EU, to see how the system works the EU member states, to have the possibility to be educated at some universities in the EU member states and simply to exchange their experiences, not only in the field of education, but also in the field of everyday life together with their young colleagues.
The free movement of citizens from all sectors, aimed towards larger economic development  and improved communication with the business sector, intellectuals, journalists, students, experts and every one else who has an interest to cooperate with the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia and even more, not only citizens of the Republic of Macedonia who need any kind of cooperation with their European co-citizens, we are speaking for obstacles on the free movement of the citizens of Macedonia also in terms of touristic trips and visits of the EU states, and in simple words this is banning of the citizen’s right to be part of Europe in every moment.
In the contacts with our colleges and other international representatives, they usually give us an explanation for the fears from what the abolition of the visa regime may be, and I would summarize them into two arguments that were presented to us: the first is the fear of migration and the second is the fear of abuse of the visa regime by the criminal structures. However, we cannot agree with the fear of migration, since Macedonia has 2 million citizens, which equals a district of some of the European cities and hypothetically, if all citizens of the Republic of Macedonia migrate in the member states it truly will not be noticed. I would like to support the second fear for abuse of the visa regime by the criminal structures with the fact that the criminal structures did not have a problem with the visas so far. The criminal structures have good links in the region and wider and are well inter-connected, but their behaviour and the manner used by the EU in stopping their movement goes against the citizens, the sstudents, journalists, drivers, businessmen, who in fact experience this in the process of issuing visas from the countries they are supposed to travel to. And not to mention the students who need to cooperate with their European colleges and who are of a need for knowledge, getting empirical experiences in the educational and scientific institutions outside the Republic of Macedonia. There are many examples of this kind, there are even cases when students studying abroad, do not catch the deadlines due to problems with issuing visas and completion of all requirements for obtaining that visa.  
I would like to point out that, although we have received with such a gratitude and relief the facilitation of the visa regime, the general statement is that, except for the journalists, other citizens have received visas easily before, than after the Agreement entered into force. To our detriment and to the detriment of the citizens there are many examples when this has proved to be true, the appeals addressed to us as MPs and to the international representatives show that Macedonian citizens have not felt the facilitation of the visa regime that they have been waiting so much. This especially refers to the heavy vehicles drivers, for which we have prepared documentation that has been submitted to the EC, and I hope it will be taken into account, since EC carries out continuous inspection of the work of member states consulates, and that we will receive an answer as soon as possible, taking in account the fact that a particular result in this direction does not exist.

Regarding the demands from the roadmap which the Republic of Macedonia should completed for liberalization of the visa regime, an overall review on the activities and the technical details has been established for what has been done, I would not like to speak more on this, because you have received the detailed information and they are part of EC Report. In the end, I would like to note that as a state we are aware that there are many more tasks that should be accomplished in order to fully meet the criteria from the roadmap and that by the accomplishment of these criteria the work is not done completely and that we shall not continue to work on improvement that will decrease the abuse of the visa regime abolition, and practically on advancement in all fields that the Republic of Macedonia should accomplish in order to become a member state of the EU.

We are glad for the fact that the progress which has been made during these years is acknowledged in the European Report, as progress in the demands for liberalization of the visa regime projected in the roadmap. I would like to convince you that although I am from the opposition, as a political party we fully support every project that is in the interest of the Macedonian citizens. This is one of those issues, and we consider that the Macedonian citizens expect from us to get what we also think that these citizens deserve to get, and that is the abolition of the visa regime for the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia.
Thank you for your attention. 
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