	BRIEF NOTE 
FROM THE MEETING OF MR. PETAR POP ARSOV AND MR. ALEKSANDAR SPASENOVSKI WITH MR. KRISTIAN HEDBERG, HEAD OF THE UNIT FOR RELATIONS WITH THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA IN THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
The Chairman of the Committee on European Issues of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia, Mr. Petar Pop Arsov and the Co-Chair of the Joint Parliamentary Committee EU - Republic of Macedonia, Mr. Aleksandar Spasenovski, met Mr. Kristian Hedberg, Head of Unit for Relations with Macedonia in the European Commission. Representatives from the Delegation of the European Commission in the Republic of Macedonia were also present at the meeting.
At the beginning, Mr. Petar Pop Arsov informed Mr. Hedberg for the current political developments in the state, outlining primarily the positive outcome and the organization of the recent local and presidential elections, which were recognized and commended by the OSCE - ODIHR and by all relevant international institutions.  
Mr. Hedberg, expressing gratitude for possibility to meet them, stated that the country is entering into a crucial period after the successfully organized local and presidential elections accepted and commended by all international factors and that this momentum should be maintained and the dynamics should be speeded up for fulfillment of the remaining key reforms in the incoming months before the publishing of the Progress Report for the Republic of Macedonia in autumn this year. He has pointed out that an important factor for implementation of these key reforms is to reach wide national consensus.  

Mr. Petar Pop Arsov said that despite the fact of our commitment as a state to fulfill the standards and the reforms given by the European Commission, Macedonia is the only candidate country that has been waiting for four years to get a date for start of the negotiations, a situation that should be overcome after the fulfillment of the eight benchmarks given last year. He stated that the Assembly plays and important role in the process of political dialogue and that the relations between the coalition partners in the Government is stable and problems that occurred in the past are now overcome. In relation to the interethnic relations, with the adoption of the new Rules of Procedure of the Assembly, the chairmen of the committees of Albanian ethnic origin may chair the committee sessions in Albanian, which has not been the case with the previous Rules of Procedure. Also, for a better functioning of the parliament, regular coordinations take place on a weekly basis between the coordinators of all parliamentary groups in the Assembly for important political issues on the agenda of the Assembly. At the end, the concluded that the process of enlargement of the Union must continue and that, despite the current problems that the Union is facing with at the moment, the last statement of Oli Rehn is quite encouraging for the politicians and the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia, who expect better standard and better life in the Republic of Macedonia.  
Mr. Spasenovski, as President of the Delegation of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia in the Joint Parliamentary Committee EU- Republic of Macedonia, stated that the role of the Assembly is quite clear and that ordinary relations are established between the coalition partners and the Government,  as well as between the position and the opposition for the Euro-integration process, a proof of that being the fact that the Chairman of the Committee on European Issues and of the Joint Parliamentary Committee EU - Republic of Macedonia are coming from the ruling party, while the Chair of the National Council for Euro-Integration is coming from the biggest opposition party in the Assembly, and that there is regular communication with the colleagues from the European Parliament, an atmosphere that is reflected also among our members of the Delegation and this body, i.e. to discuss on topics that bring the parliamentarians closer. At the end, he asked for the European Commission and the European Parliament to show to the public that the integration in the European Union will continue and that bilateral issues should not be decisive for the candidate countries in this process. 

Mr. Hedberg underlined that the practice so far has shown that the European Union never gives up its commitments and promises, despite the problems it was facing in the past and it is facing today. At the end, he recommended that everything possible should be done in order to fulfill the remaining criteria and to convince more easily even the greatest skeptics among the EU member states, for a date for negotiations for membership and for visa liberalization for the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia.
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