Pursuant to Article 68, Paragraph 1, line 12, and Article 12 of the Constitution of the Republic of Macedonia, the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia, at its Session held on 19 November 2007  adopted the 

DECISION ESTABLISHING THE NATIONAL EUROPEAN INTEGRATION COUNCIL 
Article 1

The establishment of the National European Integration Council  (hereinafter: The Council) aims to strengthen the activities and responsibilities of all the relevant national and other bodies and institutions for securing a harmonized and coordinated action in the process of accession the Republic of Macedonia to the European Union.
Article 2
The Council shall:

· Monitor and evaluate the activities for accession the Republic of Macedonia to  the European Union;

· Give opinion and guidelines regarding the preparations for the start of accession negotiations of the Republic of Macedonia to the European Union;
· Give opinions and guidelines on the negotiation positions of the Republic of Macedonia;

· Review information on the process of negotiations;

· Give opinion on the issues which will arise during the negotiations; 

· Review and evaluate the activities of the members involved in the negotiations teams;

· Have regular consultations and exchange of information, through the Chairperson of the Council, with the President of the Republic of Macedonia, the Prime Minister, and the President of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia;

· Have regular consultations with the head of the negotiating team and the Minister of Foreign Affairs;

· Give opinion, when needed, on the harmonization of the legislation of the Republic of Macedonia with the acquis communautaire; and 
· Inform the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia on its work at least twice each year;
Article 3

The Council shall have 17 members:  four Members of Parliament from the governing parties; four Members of the Parliament from the opposition, while ex officio members of the Council shall be the Chairperson of the Committee on European issues Chairperson of the Foreign Policy Committee and the Co-Chairperson of the Joint Parliamentary Committee EU-Republic of Macedonia.

Other members of the Council shall be: the Deputy Prime Minister responsible for European integration, as well one representative of the Cabinet of the President of the Republic of Macedonia, one representative of the Cabinet of the Prime Minister, representative from  the Macedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts, one representative from the Association of the Local Self-government Units of the Republic of Macedonia, and a representative from the Association of the Journalists of Macedonia. These members shall participate in the work of the Council without the right to decide.
Article 4


The Chairperson of the Council shall be a Member of Parliament from the opposition, while the Deputy Chairperson shall be a Member of Parliament from the governing parties.

Article 5


Other officials that can participate in the work of the Council shall be: the Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, the President and the Vice Presidents of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia, the Head of the Delegation of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the Head of the negotiating team, the heads of the negotiating groups on the different Chapters, the Chairs of the working groups in the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia, the Coordinators of the Parliamentary Groups, representatives of the Chambers of Commerce, the religious communities, the civil platform of Macedonia, scientists and experts in areas of importance for the process of negotiations, and others.
Article 6


The meetings of the Council shall be open to the public.

The Council can decide to work in camera, under conditions stipulated with the Rules of Procedure of the Council.

Article 7


The Council shall adopt its Rules of Procedure.

Article 8


The expert and administrative work for the needs of the Assembly shall be carried out by the Staff of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia and of the Secretariat for European Affairs.

Article 9

This Decision shall enter into force on the day of its publishing in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia.
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