JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE – REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA AND EU 

Fourth Meeting 26 and 27 November 2007  

European Parliament, Brussels, Kingdom of Belgium 

T.8  The Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance 
Introductory speech of Mr. Igor Ivanovski, member of the Joint Parliamentary Committee – Republic of Macedonia and the European Union 




Brussels, November 2007
Dear colleagues, 

I would like to point out that IPA, for the Republic of Macedonia, is an exceptional opportunity and this responsibility is more within the institutions of the state itself; in part I agree that the preparations could have been faster and more efficient in this regard, but nonetheless the main responsibility will come in the upcoming period. What I can point out is that the instrument is coordinated by the Secreretariate for European Issues, which is a part of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia. In my personal opinion, the future preparations, the control and the evaluation of the success in using these funds, should be also part of the newly established National Council for European Integration, which embodies and comprises of all relevant bodies in the country, and which at a given point can be a good political controller of the work of the government.  

Due to a successful coordination of the numerous activities and the institutions involved, I would like to point out that the adopted Action Plan for IPA Programming has been revised with a separate segment for Programming, Preparation and Accreditation of the Decentralized Implementation System (DIS) and Preparation for a full DIS Accreditation. Five Ministries have been determined as competent ministries as coordinators of the separate IPA components, i.e.: the Secretariat for European Issues for the first component, the Ministry of Local Self-Government for the second component, the Ministry of Transport and Communication for the third component, the Ministry for Labour and Social Policy for the fourth component and the Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management for the fifth component. 

As a result of the engagement of the operational teams for programming, coordinated by the Secretariat for European Issues, five operational program documents have been prepared, for each IPA component that are expected to be considered and adopted by the European Commission. The next step towards successful round –up of the first year from the IPA Programming is the submission of Programs to Brussels, which is expected to result in their approval and with signing of financial agreements with a timing when these resources envisaged for 2007 can be made available for the Republic of Macedonia. 

The multi-year financial framework 2007-2009 of IPA envisages 421 million euro for the Republic of Macedonia. The manner of close and specialized division among the ministries and the separate segments for programming and coordination shall contribute to a better planning and management with the structural funds that have specified well the areas in which we need most financial assistance. As my colleagues pointed out, they will support the strengthening of the institutional framework, cross-border cooperation, road infrastructure, and development of human resources and major development of rural areas in the state. For Macedonia, it is very important to use all five components of IPA, three of which are new and which directly contribute to the economic development of the state.
In this area, in the past period and within the existing instruments, we have success and results in some areas, but we also have some shortcomings and stagnation in other areas, which is linked also to the first evaluation that requires and objective approach and focus to the assistance, because for us is important to have the maximum benefit and use of these recourses that twill speed up this process. This is why I personally expect the government and the other institutions will use well these resources. I also believe that the precise use of these resources and funds will improve the overall situation in the country and its institutions will promote the regional cooperation and the relations with the neighbors and shall improve road infrastructure, which will certainly contribute to an increased number of foreign investments and promotion of our economy in general.
 I would like to point out that certain projects, which were part of the former instrument and which will now be part of the IPA, which pertain to communication and trans-border cooperation between the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic of Greece have yielded substantial good results. This is also the case with the cooperation between Macedonia and Bulgaria and I, as a member of the opposition, have no information why such cooperation has not been initiated with Serbia of with Kosovo. It is quite clear that this is not possible to have it within an institutional framework, but the initialing of the Stabilization and Association Agreement with Serbia or the pending signing, will be a good signal that will enable us to have functioning cooperation with Serbia in this segment as well; as for Kosovo, we will still have to wait due to the formal resolution of the status, but also because of another open issue - the technical demarcation of the border of Macedonia in the part of Kosovo. Our priority should be aimed more at that direction, rather than the using of the IPA funds, which entails a much higher level of cooperation for which we still have to wait for a few years. 

I would like to point out that some major projects are directly linked with IPA funds. Namely, a team of experts from several institutions coordinated by the Secretariat for European Issues, is working on a project for completing of the construction of Corridor 10, in the financing of which the European Investment Bank and the Government of the southern neighbor, Greece, will also be involved. This project will have several positive effects, since it is a practical example of a direct link between the process of accession and the EU funds with the specific use of the IPA funds. Besides this project, Macedonia has determined itself to use resources in the area of rural development and for support of the farmers and individual producers, for introduction of modern technologies in the processing industry, as well as resources from the I Component for practical support of the decentralization process, namely for development of the water supply system. During 2008, the projections envisage completion of the accreditation of the decentralized system for management of funds, by which Macedonia will obtain full ownership over the process and increase of the scope of potential users of EU funds.
The Members of the Macedonian Parliament, and those of us which are here, have no dilemma about the need to finish up the legislation in this respect and the approximation with the EU that will be a practical contribution to a speeder implementation of the projects provided by the IPA. From the Government, we expect that it will make right selection and right management of these funds and maximum beneficial use, because if we use and we compare this with previous instruments, like the participation of the direct investment funds in the development of Greece, Portugal and Spain, we can see that, in part, I would not say dominantly, but directly, they took part in the development of these countries. In the case of Macedonia, a small economy, direct help from the outside will be more than welcome. Our obligation will be that it is focused in the right direction and used to the maximum benefit. I am hopeful that working well in this direction, the Macedonian administration will build its capacity that will be used to fulfill other criteria as well. 

Thank you. 
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