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Brussels, 31 March 2009
Distinguished colleagues,

I have the opportunity to discuss on an exceptionally important topic which more and more attacks the interest of the citizens and by that of the political parties in the Republic of Macedonia. In transitional countries as ours, usually due to the type of the political and the economic issues, in some periods of time, the issues related to the environment have been neglected, but now these issues are gradually but surely attacking attention and things start to change in the Republic of Macedonia. 
In accordance with the report of the European Commission for the Progress of the Republic of Macedonia in the field of environment, certain progress has been stated in the field of horizontal legislation. The Law amending and supplementing the Law on Environment has been adopted, as well as several by-laws in order to transpose the requests for access to information by the public for the environment. At the beginning of this year, the Annual Program for Investments and Protection of the Environment has been adopted, according to which the amount of financial assets allocated for environmental projects has been increased to 10%, compared to 2008. Also, some activities have been started for preparation of projects having an aim to decrease the gas emissions causing the greenhouse effect, in accordance with the Mechanism for Clean Development in accordance with Kyoto Protocol. 
For realization of the objectives for protection of the environment, I would like to inform also that the state has prepared a National Action Plan for Protection of the Environment (NEAP) supported by the group of the World Bank. NEAP analyses the problems with the environment and recommends activities related to politics, institutions and priority investments. The plan is based on the following three criteria:
· protection of human health,
· promotion of the environment and by that the quality of life, and
· protection of natural wealth for sustainable development in RM.
The basic priority activity in the Republic of Macedonia is to build a system for management with the environment and with an appropriate institutional capacity and appropriate normative framework. The Republic of Macedonia is in a process of creation of an efficient system for management with the environment, that will be consistent with the European Union standards.
The Plan for institutional development of the capacities for management with the environment of national and local level 2009-2014 has also been prepared, deriving as commitment from the 4th Sub-Committee for Transport, Energy, Environment and Regional Development. The Government has adopted the Plan in February 2009. 

I would like to address the adoption of the Law on Environment in 2008, by which drastic fines have been introduced in the state for serious violations of third category, strengthening the control on legal and physical entities for respect of obligations for protection of the environment. In the field of waste management, the Law amending the Law on Waste Management has been adopted, envisaging severe fines for offences made in this field.

At the end, I would like to reflect on one issue, the issue on the quality of the water. At the beginning of this year, the Law amending the Law on Waters has been adopted, introducing 5% of the taxes for use of water, sand and other materials to be allocated for technical and economical improvements for rational use of waters, against water pollution, for preparation of National Strategy on Waters, preparation of a General Plan and Plans for Management with River Basins, for operation of the National Council of Waters and for establishment of a state monitoring water network. In this sense, it is worth mentioning the participation of representatives from the Ministry of Environment on the 11th Meeting of the Coordination Committee for the Project for Integrated Management of the Eco-System of the Prespa Lake Basin, held in Greece in November last year, with representatives from Albania, Macedonia and Greece.  

Of course, in the field of environment, there are series of projects that are implemented continuously by the state institutions in the Republic of Macedonia, and the Ministry of Environment in particular. We are aware that we have paid less attention to these issues in the past, but the fact is that now there is a strong political will that these issues are addressed in the political debate in the Republic of Macedonia. On one hand, it is a proof that the processes in the Republic of Macedonia started to be solved, and it is also a sign that there is a raising awareness among the citizens for investment in the environment. 
Thank you for the attention.
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