Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia
Joint Parliamentary Committee- republic of Macedonia and European Union 
Sixth Meeting, 31st March 2009
European Parliament, Brussels 
" Process of visa regime liberalization for the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia”
Introductory address by Ms. Slavica Grkovska- Loshkova, Vice-President of the Delegation of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia in the Parliamentary Committee on Stabilization and Association (Joint Parliamentary Committee- Republic of Macedonia and European Union) from the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia.  
Brussels, March 2009
Dear colleagues, 
I would like to refer to several preconditions that are apart from the technical benchmarks which are to be accomplished by the Republic of Macedonia in order to obtain a visa-free regime. 
Getting a visa is procedure which is very stressful for the Macedonian citizens. Despite the statements that of procedures will be shorter and for the possibilities for Schengen visa, the Macedonian citizens are facing numerous documents, which should be provided in order for the procedure to be launched at the Embassies. This procedure is very long, sometimes humiliating, depending on the officer from the Embassy the citizens will face, and the most disappointing fact is that this concerns the honorable citizens of the Republic of Macedonia - the students, the scientists and the NGO representatives, unlike criminals who gain visas easily and in a short period of time. 
Dear colleagues,
The visa regime does not disturb the communication of criminals across Europe: on the contrary, it prevents the honest citizens who have different reasons to communicate with the European citizens. There are many examples where, due to this kind of visa issuing, many students or businessmen did not manage to go to an important conference or a meeting, allegedly because of some lack of document or bad behavior of the Embassy officer. This puts them in a ghetto and they are limited in their contacts to develop a positive scientific thought, to develop the business in other Member states and this reflects the situation in the country and frustrates the students. The thing is that what they can see on the Internet happening outside Macedonia, they cannot truly feel it.  
We think that we belong to Europe, not just geographically, so we think that by the end of this year we deserve to receive liberalization of the visa regime for the Macedonian citizens, in order to truly become part of Europe. We deserve that because we have accomplished all the benchmarks given by the European Union, and not as a compensation for the slow political processes in Macedonia, such as not receiving date for negotiations for three years, but because we have done a good job and earned this liberalization. Citizens deserve this, and the Government shall have our full support to do what is needed in order to achieve that.

Thank you. 
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