Aleksandar Spasenovski, MP
Subject: Fifth Meeting of the JPC MK-EU
Title: Introductory addressing
Date: 27.11.2008 

Distinguished colleges,
On January 29th, almost two years ago, the First Meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) was held here, in the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia, after the parliamentary elections in 2006 and after the constitution of the fifth Macedonian Legislative House.
In that period, as a newly elected President of the Delegation in the Parliamentary Committee on Stabilization and Association, i.e. as Co-Chairman of the JPC RM-EU, an office that we share together with Mr. Trakatelis, we have established two goals:
· First, to strengthen the dynamics of our meetings after the parliamentary elections in 2006 , and

· Second, through our constructive activities and discussions to give our contribution to the development of the European integration, as well as to the expansion and the development of the European idea and the democratic values.
Since the meeting in 2007, in Macedonia we have met one more time on the Fourth JPC Meeting in Brussels, in December 2007.

Then, as before, we discussed about:

· the matters that connect us;

· the politics that we support;
· the reforms that we should finish.
This was because we believed that in this way, as parliamentarians, we will influence our Governments to: 

· continue with the positive steps they take 
· accelerate the accomplishment of the tasks, i.e.

· to correct the deficiencies we are facing with
Today, after almost two years, I would like to share the satisfaction form the way the JPC develops. 
I believe that we have managed to widen the margins and to look beyond borders.  
I believe that we have overcome our individual views for the common interest. 
I believe that we successfully overcome the temptations, and through our activity managed to bring the two parliaments which we represent closer.
 Finally, I believe that we have managed to contribute to the overall integration process of the Republic of Macedonia.  
 Dear friends,
Bearing in mind the aforementioned experience, analyzing the past activity of the JPC, we can distinguish three developing periods:
· First period, which ended with the Parliamentary elections in Macedonia in 2008;
· Second period, at present day, starting with the new constitution of JPC from the Macedonian side on July 31st 2008, which shall last until the dissolution of this constitution of the European Parliament due to the European elections that will be held in June, 2009.

· Finally, the third period, which shall start after the elections of MEPs in 2009 and the new constitution of JPC by the European side.
In this context, our activities during this so called second period are limited with the elections in the Republic of Macedonia, which are completed, and the elections in the European Parliament, which are approaching. In that sense, I believe that during this period we can keep and upgrade the level of cooperation through the maintained dynamics of our meetings and through permanent activities towards further realization of the projected activities of JPC.
 Regarding the period after the elections in the EP, in June 2009, we expect that together with the new MEPs we will continue with the activities for realization of the goals and tasks of this body, which is the best reflection of the Macedonian and European common parliamentary cooperation. 
Dear colleges,

Today and tomorrow we will have an opportunity to refer to matters, which in many ways distinguish the dynamics of the Republic of Macedonia’s integration. 

Through today’s and tomorrow’s discussions on the liberalization of the visa regime, environment, or the ways for deepening our mutual cooperation, I believe that we will contribute to the actualization of certain subjects which are very important for our citizens.
 Today and tomorrow, through our constructive and thorough approach, I am convinced that we will send another message to the citizens that every effort and urge is valuable, in direction of faster European integration of Macedonia, i.e. for further expansion of the European idea. 
In this sense, I would like to thank the Co-Chairman and the Vice Presidents of JPC from Europe and from Macedonia for the constructive approach and cooperation in the organization of this and the previous meetings. Also, I would like to thank the Delegation of the European Commission in the Republic of Macedonia for the support in the development of the parliamentarian part in the European Integration of Macedonia. 
In the end, I would like to share my opinion that during our two-day work, we will manage to view the issues in a genuine way, to detect the challenges, thus offering solutions which will provide another brick in the construction named European integration of  the Republic of Macedonia, i.e.  to spread the European democratic values.

Thank you. 
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