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The 8th Interparliamentary Meeting between the two delegations was held on 27-28 January 2003 in Skopje. The Meeting was co-chaired by Mrs. Liljana Ivanovska (Liberal Democratic Party), Chairperson of the delegation for cooperation with the European Parliament of the Assembly of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and by Mrs. Doris Pack (European People's Party - European Democrats, Germany), Chairperson of the delegation for relations with the countries of South East Europe of the European Parliament.

On the political and economic situation in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the delegations

1. considered that the high turnout of voters and the way in which parliamentary elections were conducted in September 2002 indicate the resolute will of the country to democracy  and political pluralism; nevertheless, called for a more strict enforcement of democratic electoral principles throughout the country in the future

2. strongly called on all political leaders, parliamentarians and members of Government in the country to create a basis for confidence and tolerance building, concrete political programmes  and respect of the rule of law among all communities

3. considered that the Ohrid Framework Agreement provided the political instruments for the development of a fully loyal participation of all the communities to the Institutions and political life of the country and expects all the concerned players to do so permanently

4. recalled that genuinely independent and professional media are crucial for democratisation in the countries involved in the stabilisation and association process and underlined the importance  of a public broadcasting service independent from political control

5. confirmed the need for full implementation of the Ohrid Framework Agreement, with the aims of power decentralisation, an active policy in favour of the safe return of displaced persons to their places of origin, where they so wish, the instalment of a secure environment for everyone in every part of the country and effective enquiries to the fate of those who are still missing

6. welcomed the continuity of interest of the authorities of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia for accession of the country to the EU and the new Government's outlining of a programme of EU integration, implementation of the Ohrid Framework Agreement, fight against crime and corruption and development of a strategy to curb unemployment and poverty as its main priorities and expects concrete steps to be made in these respects without further delay

7. expressed their concern for the poor standards of living, the high unemployment rate, the important presence of a grey economy and the phenomenon of fiscal evasion, and underlined that job generation in a context of transparency and respect for labour legislation is a matter of priority for the country

8. expressed their concern at the management of part of the process of privatisation, in that transparency and economic viability were not always properly observed and asked that in future these principles be respected

9. encouraged the Government to progress in reform, especially in the sectors of enterprise restructuring, competition policy, commercialisation of infrastructures and the non-bank financial sector, without which the country could not be promoted as a destination for foreign investments

10. encouraged the Government and the economic players to enhance the efficiency and competitiveness of the export sector, and recalled that under the Interim SAA Agreement the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia benefits from favourable trade conditions with the countries of the EU

11. welcomed the Memorandum of Understanding of 9 September 2002 on Corridor no. 8 as an important milestone for bringing the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia's economy closer to the EU and, at the same time, the Black Sea region, the Mediterranean and other potential economic partners in the region

On the functioning of the judiciary and the fight against corruption and crime, the delegations

12. expressed their serious concern about the extent at which the practise of corruption can weaken and undermine the political and administrative institutions of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and urged the judiciary to take action for the necessary investigations and pursuits

13. looked forward to concrete results after the setting up of the State Anti-Corruption Committee in November 2002

14. reiterated their invitation to the Macedonian Government to pursue a reform of the judiciary, with the aim to establish a professional, efficient and independent one, by harmonising legislation, procedures and judicial standards with those of the EU

15. expressed their concern at the fact that some parts of the territory of the country are beyond the control of law enforcement authorities and expected more firm action to be taken by the Government and all competent authorities against crime and trafficking and to improve public order and security, also through a more efficient control of the State's borders and infrastructures  and a coherent strategy for reforming the police and customs services

On the relations between the EU and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and on the Stabilisation and Association Agreement, the delegations

16. welcomed the Conclusions of the Presidency at the December 2002 Copenhagen European Council, reaffirming the European perspective of the countries of the Western Balkans in the  stabilisation and association process and took note of the letter of 5 December 2002 to the European Union by the five Western Balkans Heads of State

17. urged the present and future EU Member States to find pragmatic solutions as soon as possible to facilitate the process for issuing visas to the applicant citizens of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia so that no unnecessary obstacles or dividing lines are created to the development of EU-former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia relations

18. called on the Parliaments of Belgium, France, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, Portugal and Finland to smoothly proceed to the ratification of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the European Communities and their Member States and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

19. welcomed the commitment of the Greek Presidency to strengthening the relations between the countries of the Western Balkans and the European Union and to supporting them and looked forward to concrete initiatives to be presented at the EU Summit in Thessaloniki in June 2003, in view of establishing strong links between the process of stabilisation and association and the pre-accession strategy

20. considered it essential to continue to improve the country's absorption capacity and the EC capacity of delivering, especially in the framework of CARDS and in favour of the full implementation of the Ohrid Agreement; called on the European Agency for Reconstruction, in co-operation with the Government of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, to conclude rapidly its institutional tasks in the field of house and infrastructure reconstruction

21. considered the smooth passage of the Allied Harmony military operation from NATO to EU, at the earliest possible date, of utmost importance, and encouraged the competent EU authorities and the Government of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to take the maximum advantage of such an operation, and to agree on a useful mandate of the Force, especially in the field of the implementation of the reform of defence and confidence building measures

On regional co-operation, the delegations
22. welcomed the good relationship of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia with its neighbours and considered that closer regional co-operation among the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and the countries of the region of South Eastern Europe has to be pursued and strengthened, first, as a strategic instrument for economic development and secondly, as a necessary passage towards EU integration

23. welcomed the first contacts taken by the new Macedonian Government with the representatives of the neighbouring countries and recognised the active role of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in the framework of the Stability Pact which should be pursued towards larger absorption capacity and project implementation. 
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