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JOINT STATEMENT BY THE

CHAIRPERSONS OF THE DELEGATIONS

The 9th Interparliamentary Meeting between the two delegations was held on 20-21 January 2004 in Brussels. The meeting was co-chaired by Mrs. Doris Pack (European People’s Party - European Democrats, Germany), Chairperson of the delegation for relations with the countries of South East Europe of the European Parliament, and by Mrs. Liljana Ivanovska (Liberal Democratic Party), Chairperson of the delegation for co-operation with the European Parliament of the Assembly of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

On the implementation of the Ohrid Framework Agreement

1. welcomed the efforts for the full implementation of the constitutional and legislative reforms based on the Ohrid Framework Agreement, which represents the highest priority of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia for the creation of a firm basis for stability and continuous democratic and economic development, and for the intensification of  the process of integration in the European Union;

2. welcomed the important progress achieved from the political and parliamentary point of view and reiterated that constitutional and legislative reforms based on the Ohrid Framework Agreement provide the political and institutional instruments for the development of an effective and loyal participation of all the citizens to the civil life of the country, for greater integration and regaining of mutual trust;
3. stressed that the final implementation of the Ohrid Framework Agreement, which is continuously winning support by the citizens, should be speeded up, and urged the Government and Parliament to proceed more resolutely in the adoption of the laws in the field of public administration and decentralisation reforms, including provisions on the finances of local government; 

4. welcomed the successful completion of the census and the positive assessment given by international monitors to its carrying out, with regard to the respect of international standards, and considered that the data established as the result of the census should be used fairly for analysis and the elaboration of future policies for the country;
On the fight against corruption and organised crime 
On justice and the police reforms

5. stressed the need to fight against organised crime and corruption, and appreciated the recent approval by the Macedonian Parliament of a constitutional amendment for the legalisation of special investigation means; welcomed the adoption of the Strategy for Fighting Corruption of the Government, the Programme for Fighting Corruption of the National Anti-Corruption Commission and the Action Plan for Fighting Organised Crime, and invited the authorities to implement them rapidly; urged further reforms of the public administration based on the criteria of merit, competence and professionalism of staff, modern human resources management and training, fair participation and enrolment of the qualified persons from all communities; called on the Macedonian Government to strengthen the rules and enforcement of provisions on officials’ declaration of assets, conflict of interest, on public procurement and internal and external control of public administration;

6. welcomed the introduction of an independent budget for the judiciary while expressing concern for its weaknesses, and invited the Macedonian Government to pursue a reform of the judiciary, with the aim to establish a professional, efficient and independent one, by harmonising legislation, procedures and judicial standards with those of the EU; invited the Government to establish as soon as possible the announced Centre for Training of Judges and to strengthen training on EU law; 

7. welcomed the completion of re-integration of the former crisis areas by the police, also by means of mixed police teams, and were confident that organised and ordinary crime could be tackled more and more efficiently, and security would be re-established throughout the territory of the country;  urged for safe return, secure environment for everyone in every part of the country and effective enquiries on the fate of missing persons;  welcomed the recent adoption by the Macedonian Government of the Strategy for Police Reform and of  the Strategy for Integrated Border Management; 

8. recalled the conclusions of the EU and Western Balkans Justice and Home Affairs Ministers at their meeting of 27-28 November 2003, where each Western Balkan country presented specific measures and an implementation strategy to fight against organised crime, and looked forward to prompt implementation by the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia of its announced measures; 

9. expressed their conviction that, though subject to a natural and positive diminishing role, the presence of the international community is still useful to the reform process and particularly welcomed the launching of the "Proxima" police operation, led by the EU, which continues to demonstrate considerable commitment of political effort and resources; hoped in particular that "Proxima" will help to implement reforms in the sense of a new police conceived as a public service, fairly staffed with participation of all  communities, well trained on human rights protection and clearly distinct from the military; 

10. expressed serious concern for the phenomenon of trafficking in human beings, arms and drugs, despite the recent first positive results achieved by the judiciary and the police and the progress in victims’ protection, whereas the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia can still be regarded as an important place of transit;  called therefore  for particular attention in the police action and "Proxima"‘s assistance for the border management activity, which is increasingly essential for efficient fighting against organised crime and trafficking; 
11. welcomed the recent successful operation for voluntary handover of illegally possessed weapons and hoped that similar operations may be repeated with the support of the EU, not only to improve the security environment but also to contribute to education and increase civil responsibility of the people; 
12. recognised that the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia has always loyally co-operated with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and invited it to continue to do so;
On economy

13. welcomed the successful implementation of the Stand-by arrangement with the IMF, the continuous macroeconomic stability of the country, the measures taken in the field of SME’s promotion, including the adoption of the EU Charter on SME, the projects aiming to improve the competitiveness of Macedonian economy  and the  efforts to promote foreign direct investment; encouraged the EBRD and the EIB to grant financial assistance to the projects to be launched in the country;
14. reiterated their concern for the poor standards of living, the very high unemployment rate, the important presence of a grey economy, and underlined that job generation in a context of transparency and respect for labour legislation is a matter of priority for the country; expressed the hope that, in this respect, the results of the recently approved National Action Plan for Employment 2004-2005 will be good;

15. expressed the hope that the signals of slight revival which are being detected will consolidate towards a solid positive trend; in this respect, welcomed the good results achieved in maintaining inflation under control and  improving fiscal performance, and strongly encouraged the Government to devote more efficient policies to support the sectors of export and trade, the constitution of small and medium size enterprises, achieving better competitivity in the banking and financial systems and accelerating the realisation of the various infrastructure projects linked to Corridors 8 and 10;

16. invited the European Commission to strengthen its economic policies towards the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, in accordance with the Thessaloniki Agenda, in order to ensure convergence of the economic reforms in the country with the EU accession economic criteria;

On the perspectives of the SAP and for integration of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in the EU

17. welcomed the conclusion of the SAA ratification process by the EU Member States and demanded its entry into force as soon as possible; considered that the possibilities offered by such an Agreement during its natural time of life should be exploited in full by the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia;

18. welcomed the conclusions of the Thessaloniki European Council and the Thessaloniki Agenda for the Western Balkans, especially as they underline the clear prospect of EU integration for the concerned countries, the establishment of European Partnerships - which will be presented by the European Commission with the 2004 SAP reports - and the introduction of new programmes and financial instruments, more "pre-accession" oriented, thus marking a significant political upgrading in respect of the SAP and CARDS; welcomed in this respect the communication of the EC on participation of the Western Balkan countries to Community programmes and Agencies;
19. invited the Macedonian Government, in the light of the Copenhagen criteria for membership in the EU, to further develop administrative co-ordination structures for all the bodies involved in European integration, with the aim to foster the process of EU integration and to support the preparedness of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to take a more active role in decentralised planning and implementation of the EU financial aid;

20. welcomed the shared aspiration and support, among the political parties and population of the country, for EU membership which is witnessed by the adoption, on 11 June 2003 by the Macedonian Assembly, of the "Declaration on the role of the Republic of Macedonia in the parliamentary dimension of the SAP", and by the constitution, in the Macedonian Assembly, of a committee on European affairs;
21. urged the present and future EU Member States, also taking into account the recent resolution of 20 November 2003 of the European Parliament, to agree on facilitated procedures for issuing visas to the applicant citizens of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, especially for categories such as students, businessmen, trainees, persons involved in cultural exchanges, so that no unnecessary obstacle is maintained to the development of EU-former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia relations; 
22. welcomed the successful completion of the first ever-deployed EU military mission Concordia, realised in full partnership with the authorities of the former Yugoslav  Republic of Macedonia and emphasized that it was a key element of the effort to achieve complete stability in the country; 

23. invited the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, also taking into account the imminent presentation of an application for EU membership, and the contents of the Thessaloniki Agenda on enhanced political dialogue and co-operation in the area of CFSP, to adhere with full commitment to the EU CFSP, including with regard to the UN Conventions, and to the ESDP, and to closely co-operate with the EU Member States in promoting and further strengthening security and stability in the world; 
24. looked forward to the establishment of the Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee as a permanent forum for meetings and exchange of  opinions between the parliamentarians of the European  Parliament and of the Macedonian Parliament.

* * * *
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