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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
"EUROPEAN INTEGRATION THROUGH THE COOPERATION OF THE PARLIAMENTS,
CIVIL SOCIETY AND THE INDEPENDENT REGULATORY bodies
IN SOUTH-EAST EUROPE"
-Exchange of experiences and positive practices-
(Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia
Skopje, 15-16 April 2013)
JOINT STATEMENT
The participants of the International Conference, held in the framework of the Macedonian Chairmanship-in-Office of the South-East European Cooperation Process (SEECP), from the parliaments, independent regulatory bodies, national councils of the European Movement from the SEE region, as well as other civil society organizations, hereby state the following:
1. The foundations of modern Europe have been set out in the Message to Europeans which we believe that even today, when we are faced with new challenges, has still kept its value, role and meaning in the realization and promotion of peace, stability, democracy, human rights and the economic prosperity of Europe; 

2. Parliamentarianism and the parliaments of the European countries, as true representatives of the will of the people, have had one of the most important roles in the functioning of the democratic society. Their role has been increasing and keeps increasing with every step towards full integration of the European Union, but also towards inclusion of all European countries in the Union; 

3. However, the civil and non-governmental organizations, associations and groups have an initial role in the European integration processes. This year we mark 65 years since The Hague “Congress of Europe”, which later resulted in the creation of the European Union, the European Court of Human Rights, the Council of Europe, and the European Movement International.
4. The independent regulatory bodies in the SEE countries have been established and function in a different manner, depending on the legal systems and the political and cultural traditions of the countries. Yet, regardless of the differences, it is essential that they have appropriate legal power at their disposal in order to fulfill their mission foreseen with the national legislation, and in the EU member states - with the European Directives. Transparency before parliament and the public is an inseparable part of their position and role. The cooperation with the national parliaments and the civil society is an element that identifies the countries undergoing the process of association with the EU as democratic.
5. The recommendations of the independent regulatory bodies, adopted by the parliaments and supported by the civil sector, are not always taken into consideration. Therefore, standardization and setting up an institutional mechanism is necessary for successful implementation of the recommendations of the independent regulatory bodies contained in their reports submitted to the parliaments. 

6. The non-governmental and the civil society sector has the significant role of a partner that promotes the awareness of the place and role of the independent regulatory bodies in the protection of human rights and antidiscrimination, regardless of the national, linguistic, gender, cultural or any other differences.
7. The organizations of the civil society, and in this context the national councils of the European Movement, have proved themselves as irreplaceable factor for evaluation and monitoring of the quality, efficiency and transparency of the work of the independent regulatory bodies.  This communication and cooperation improves the work and strengthens the position of these bodies within the political systems of the countries.
8. The SEECP participating states which are EU members and those that are undergoing the European integration process can demonstrate regional solidarity and cooperation and association efforts by exchanging experiences and good practices in this field. This cooperation therefore spreads from governmental level to the SEE societies which are moving towards common European citizenship.
9. Continuous regional cooperation which contributes towards improvement of the relations between parliaments, the independent regulatory bodies and the organizations of the civil society is a common need in line with the interest of the citizens for protection and promotion of their rights. 

10. The Conference underlines the need for synergy and coordinated action of the governmental bodies, parliaments, independent regulatory bodies and civil society organizations, which despite their different approaches and circumstances, must always strive towards the same goal - unification of Europe. 
11. The SEECP parliamentary dimension has in the past fifteen years consistently been contributing to this overarching goal with the Speakers of the region’s parliaments adopting by consensus at their annual Conferences joint positions on action in favour of regional cooperation and European integration. At present they are on the course of institutionalizing their cooperation in the form of a regional assembly of parliaments - this in itself represents an important opportunity for building new interaction with the region’s civil society structures and independent regulatory bodies, focusing on issues of common priority interest such as human rights and the rule of law, economic growth and decent jobs, as well as development of the trans-European energy and communications infrastructure.
12. We take note of the plans of the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) to include in its Strategy and Work Program for the period 2014-2016 the exchange of experiences and good practices of Independent Regulatory Bodies in SEE, particularly those dealing with human rights, rights of minorities and antidiscrimination. We welcome the steps for starting this process with the attempts to create a network of Ombudsmen on regional level, and offer our full support in order to ensure its success. 

13. The SEECP is in a new phase of development and solidarity as the basis for ensuring a more focused regional cooperation, for example in the area of natural disaster risk reduction, which we salute.

14. We point out the need for a more coordinated regional cooperation of the national councils of the European Movement and the civil sector in SEE, which is important for the promotion of mutual understanding, solidarity and good neighbourly relations in the region. 
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