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PE 379.379

Mr Aleksandar SPASENOVSKI and Mr TRAKATELLIS, Co-Chairmen of the Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) opened the meeting at 1505hrs and introduced their members as well as Mrs Gabriela KONEVSKA TRAJKOVSKA, representing the Government of the FYROM, Mrs Elisabeth MUELLER representing the Presidency-in-office of the Council of the European Union, and Mr Erwan FOUÉRÉ the Special Representative of the Council of the European Union and the Head of the Delegation of the European Commission.

Mr SPASENOVSKI addressing the 3rd EU-FYROM Joint parliamentary Committee particularly welcomed the strong turnout of the European Parliament delegation and commented on the political developments in the FYROM since the 2nd meeting, such as the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia having achieved the status of a candidate country for EU accession, the parliamentary elections and the forming of a new government and commented on his country's aspirations to approach EU membership through the partnership agreement.

Mr TRAKATELLIS reciprocated the welcoming address and also commented on the recent political developments in the FYROM.

1. 

The agenda was approved. A deadline for introducing amendments on the draft statement was set for 6 pm on the same day.

2. 
The minutes were approved.

3. 

Mrs Gabriela KONEVSKA TRAJKOVSKA, Deputy Prime Minister of the Former Yugoslav Republic

of Macedonia, addressing her countries relations with the European Union and in particular with reference to its EU strategy, outlined the government's agenda towards EU accession with reforms where necessary.  She referred in detail to the principle of continuity as a key approach to European Partnership Policies which were pushing the reform process ahead and said that she was well aware of the need to implement the reform laws. She underlined the need for a framework of values such as the principle of private ownership, based on the Copenhagen criteria, when dealing with the welfare of the citizens. The promotion of these priorities with the help of a strong communication strategy should assure information and participation of the citizens on the Republic's way towards European Integration. Economic criteria, the reform of the judiciary, the fight against corruption and organised crime and a quick implementation of reform laws such as the introduction of a flat income tax rate should help to raise the economic capacity and attract Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in various sectors such as the IT industry, the agro industry e.a. A consequent implementation of the OHRID Framework Agreement, in particular the use of minority languages and its tripled funding should make it possible to overcome the opposition position of DUI.

The Deputy Prime Minister also raised the topic of the liberalisation of the visa regime as of high importance for the citizens, negotiations now being on their way together with the finalizing of a readmission agreement, strengthening cross-border cooperation and modernizing the republic's border management. 

She also underlined the priority importance her government placed on the harmonisation of the national legislation in order to meet the "acquis communautaire".

Mr Erwan FOUÉRÉ, Special Representative of the European Union and Head of the Delegation of the European Commission, stressed the role and importance of the Joint Parliamentary Committee, in particular with a view to the Republic's path to European Integration, and, referring to the withdrawal of the DUI from Parliament, called on the government to make every possible effort to construct and strengthen consensus in the Republic, and called for an end to boycotting the democratic institutions.

He commented on the agreed policy reforms, in particular the reform of judiciary, on the Ohrid Framework Agreement and all policies implementing the agreement, on the Roma strategy, on the role of local self-government by increasing professionalism and accountability of municipalities, on the necessary anticorruption policies and a strengthening of the transparency of public operators, on the economic criteria such as the mechanisms of a functioning market, on the facilitation of visa, and on the EU enlargement policies.  Every candidate should be judged on their own merits, to which had to be added the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia's important contribution to the stability in the region. 

Mrs Elisabeth Anna MÜLLER, Deputy Chief of Mission, German Embassy, representing the EU Presidency-in-Office of the Council of the European Union, reiterated the main political events since the 2nd Joint Parliamentary Committee meeting, mentioning also the EU-Western Balkan Summit, and underlined the progress achieved through the Stability Pact, the European Partnerships having identified reform priorities for each of the Western Balkan countries in order to assist  in drawing up action plans for reforms, thus adopting selected parts of the "acquis communautaire".

She referred to the EU relations with the neighbouring countries in the region, Albania, Serbia, Montenegro, BiH, and also to the Kosovo status process mentioning the 8 November 2006 progress report of the European Commission. 

As for the reform process in the Republic, she expressed the Council's regret at seeing it slowing down, at the same time reaffirming EU aspirations as the future of the Western Balkans, which made it mandatory to fulfil the commitments stemming from the Ohrid Framework Agreement.

Mr Andrej ZERNOVSKI, thanking the speakers for their statements, expressed the view that the European Parliament Co-chair of the Committee should have been replaced by a non-Greek MEP, which was rejected immediately by Mr. Jan Marinus WIERSMA, explaining that the European Parliament Delegation to this Joint Committee had in a democratic way made use of the procedural provisions to elect their Co-chair, stressing also the need for stability in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to be based on the mutual respect of all commitments of the Ohrid Agreement, referring thus to the non-participation of the DUI in this Committee.

Mr KUSSTATSCHER, presenting himself as coming from a multilingual and multi-minority region, underlined the importance of the use of the different languages as of major importance for the citizens.

Mr KACIN stressed the importance for the Republic's future integration that the Hellenic Republic was advocating as much as his own country in favour of the Republic's accession to the EU, as well as Italy, even recognizing the name of the Republic. 

Mrs Silvana BONEVA confirmed the remarks made by members of the European Parliament's delegation on the composition of the Joint Parliamentary Committee's chair, and welcomed Mr. TRAKATELLIS election to the chair. 

4. 
Mr SPASENOVSKI commented on the internal political situation in the Republic following the general election of July 2006, on the forming of the new governmental coalition in August 2006, and on the policies of the new government towards the European structures NATO and EU, and addressed in particular the situation of minorities, the implementation of the Ohrid Agreement, the neighbourly relations with Serbia and the Kosovo, the new "one shop procedures for starting businesses, the introduction of a flat income tax rate which helped to strengthen market functions, all of which had helped to bring the Republic step by step closer to EU accession. 

Mr Igor IVANOVSKI commented on the presentation of Deputy Prime Minister, Mrs. Gabriela TRAIKOVSKA's earlier remarks, referring to the political positions of his political party, directing his observations towards the future of the Republic and expressing doubts as to the government's policies with regard to implementing the Ohrid agreements.  He also and expressed concern because the absence of the DUI in the Parliament would make dialogue incomplete and regretted that the DUI walk-out of Parliament showed the existence of political exclusiveness. He concluded that after having worked together many years towards fulfilling the political priorities SDSM had traced a specific way to revitalise political dialogue in the country, strengthening thus the single possible road via the Ohrid Framework Agreement towards EU integration.

Mrs Silvana BONEVA, referring to the above intervention, underlined the continuity of the government's policy towards the EU objectives as substantiated by the one and single national approach to fulfil the OFA.

Institutional dialogue was being maintained by Parliament and further elaborated with the procedures which the government used to involve all the political parties. She also explained how ethnic minorities, namely the Albanians, were integrated into public services on the level of the state and the municipalities and how the opposition parties participated in the parliamentary budget procedure.  She referred to the continued functioning of the "Badinter procedure" as it had applied when proceeding with the law on national holidays, as a guarantee to avoid that a majority is used against the Albanian community,.

Mr Nezdet MUSTAFA underlined the constitutional provisions for a multiethnic republic and described in more detail the living conditions of Roma people in parts of the Republic. He also commented on the government's budget policies to comply with the necessary measures in the fields of education and cultural identity.

Mr Saban SALIU intervened on the government's efforts on Roma integration which were quite visible, with the budgetary allocations having been tripled.  He also referred to the national holiday law and the situation with schooling.

5. 

Mrs Vladanka AVIROVIC introduced the topic of economic reforms prior to EU accession: 

transition towards a market economy, developing a functioning market economy having the capacity to absorb the accession effects, bringing forward the Agenda 2000, developing and applying functioning market freedom with regard to the movement of goods, capital and labour and WTO membership.

She welcomed the EU decision on giving the Republic candidate status, and the positive assessment of acknowledging the Republic as meeting the economic requirements, with regard to the currency situation and exchange rate as well as the privatisation process, to intellectual property rights, to the development of a sound banking sector, but she also referred to shortcomings in the field of the judiciary, the poorly functioning labour market with a very high unemployment rate all over the country and to the deficient transport sector.  She underlined the Republic's integration in trade organisations such as CEFTA and mentioned also the country's trade relations with particular partners, such as the Hellenic Republic, emphasizing the new government's efforts with the 2007 - 2009 budget aiming at pushing the growth rate from the actual 3-4 % to 6-7 % in 2009.

As for attracting Foreign Direct Investment she underlined the importance of IMF and World Bank provisions. An increase of exports should allow for growing imports, the tax policy strengthening the private sector.

Mr Tibor ROUCEK, in response to her presentation, underlined the importance of the economic criteria as laid out in the European Commission's 2006 Progress report. A stable currency and stable foreign trade, a strong growth rate and stable terms of trade indicated a stabilisation of the economy, whereas political instability could endanger the reform process.  The effect of lowering income tax too rapidly, would result in reducing the budgetary revenues and creating in the follow up macroeconomic problems, as had been seen in the Slovak experience. Mr. ROUCEK also commented on the development of the FDI, the privatisation procedures and their possible shortcomings, the importance of transparent rules with respect to ownership rights which was a key factor for citizens from the diaspora to domesticate funds again in the Republic and concluded by commenting on the paramount unemployment rate of 31 - 37 %. 

Mr MEIJER, EP Rapporteur, drew the Joint Committee's attention to the specific shortcomings of reducing the state budget via minimal taxation, attracting by these means foreign investors who would move their invested capital in accordance with the tax incentives, without investing in the infrastructure of their holdings and avoiding involving themselves on a long term basis.

Mr IVANOVSKI indicated the possibility of a conflict of objectives when aiming at strengthening both the national economy and the social policy at the same time, as required by the EU criteria. This dilemma should be avoided by parallel implementation of the reforms, fighting corruption at the same time.

Mrs AVIROVIC resumed the exchange of views by referring to the very high tax burden the Republic had had to carry in the past, which had resulted in a transfer of economic activities towards the grey sector.

The new very low income tax rates should be applied on a step by step basis, reaching a mere 10% at a final stage in 2009, attracting economic activities to be officialised and to step out of the grey economy. Zero tolerance for tax evasion should then be applied, in addition towards corruption within the state bureaucracy leading to taxes not being collected.

Mr SPASENOVSKI concluded the 1st Working session at 18.00 hrs, and Co-chair Mr. TRAKATELLIS thanked all the members for their excellent contributions and for the good atmosphere and frank and open exchange of views

***

30 January, 2nd Working session

M. SPASENOVSKI opened the 2nd Working Session of the 3rd Meeting of the EU-Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia Joint Parliamentary Committee at 9.25 hrs.

6. 

Mrs Flora KADRI introduced the process of reforms in the field of the judiciary, home affairs and state administration. She presented the reform measures dating back to 2004, in particular the action plan for reforms in the public domain, outlining also judicial reforms; the establishment of a judicial council, the reforms of procedural legislation, the reform of the law on mediation, the law on the instalment of legal agents, the introduction of computerized police and judiciary equipment and the founding of an academy of public prosecutors.

Police reforms had started already in 2002, and local and international experts had trained the local police forces. In 2005 a department for fighting organised crime had been set up. Border control was transferred from the military to the police, notably at the "green" border.

Public administrative reforms had become a permanent process, and in 2007 all the reforms had progressed more speedily than expected.

Mrs DRCA MURKO based her comments on the general experiences stemming from the 5th enlargement of the EU and on the 2006 progress report, indicating a slowing down of the reform process. Managerial capacity and transparency of the administration seemed to be in need of strengthening, and the reform laws would need a swift follow up and implementation in order to make use of the still existing political will for reform. The EU had insisted to give fighting corruption a high ranking priority, and an instrumentalisation of the respective articles of the EU Treaty should help to enforce the European Strategy against Corruption and for good governance. She recognised the good progress with respect to the reforms of the company law and intellectual property, and asked for further reform efforts with regard to detention conditions and the protection of data and personal rights.

Mr ANASTASOVSKI intervened to present specific aspects of the administrative reform. Having had to cope with an administration of large proportions, the reforms had at the same time to slim down the apparatus and to apply new laws in the Civil Service. In his view the Republic's administration still suffered from "surplus requirements" such as a large number of Deputy Ministers, burdening the state budget and the public administration, since they reflected rather the political parties' needs to integrate some of their own machinery inside the administrative structures.

Mrs Silvana BONEVA also referred to the recent dismissals and appointments in the administration, to organized crime, corruption, subsidy and taxation crime having been the cause of scandals recently concerning arms and drugs trafficking. She placed particular importance on the constitutional amendments separating the judiciary from the executive and thus strengthening its independence.

Mr IVANOVSKI referred to the slowing down of reforms as mentioned in the 2006 progress report, insisting it should have been remedied in the meantime, since all but one of the 2004 Reform Strategy laws had been adopted. Concrete results of this process should be measured by objective parameters, which would allow an accurate judgment of the completion of the reform process, possibly showing at the same time the implementation which was sometimes lacking.

8. 

Mrs Silvana BONEVA presented the easing of the visa regime as a first step towards its full liberalisation, underlining its particular importance for the citizens of the Republic, addressing visa facilitation in the short term as foreseen by the EU as well as a long term visa free regime. 

The complex reforms of security measures in home affairs and border management and biometric passports about to be introduced should allow easing visa rules. The young generation having lived under the current visa system, lacked travel experience, 70% of them having travelled only to Greece if ever abroad, and therefore missed the experience and important incentive of belonging to the EU, whereas older citizens in earlier times had been travelling rather feely in the EU. The strict EU visa rules also caused severe economic damage. The Republic's borders with the EU (Greece, Bulgaria) being so called Schengen borders, movement of people and goods would even be more reduced than before.

Mr KACIN made a contribution from a seminar on visa facilitation and re-admission agreements between the EU and the Western Balkans, mentioning also the fees for multi-entry and single entry visa for business people, academics and students, making it clear that visa facilitation was instrumental for integration and Schengen visas issued by a Member state would allow for travel throughout the entire Schengen space. He directed his remarks in particular to the EU ministers of Interior and Home Affairs, as those responsible for the free movement for citizens of the Western Balkans, which was also an important step on the way towards the adhesion of the Republic.

Mr CANOSKI addressed in this context the situation of certain minorities living in seclusion from their families because of the Schengen borders, notably in the Western part of the Republic and underlined that for academic institutions travel was indispensable, for professors as well as for students.

Mr MITANOVSKI also stressed the need for students in the Republic to be able to travel more freely. If better border management and re-admission were being enforced on the necessary administrative level, the EU should take the necessary steps to open up the borders for the Republic's academics enabling them to maintain their historically and traditionally high academic level.

Mr KARATZAFERIS, not having been able to attend the 1st working session, intervened in more general terms on the political situation in the Republic, and also addressed the relations between the EU and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the Republic's relations with the US and it's neighbouring countries and in particular the bilateral relations with the Hellenic Republic. He also commented on the draft statement, touching on the procedure for ratifying accessions, on the visa facilitation, and on the allegedly important number of citizens of the Republic holding also Bulgarian passports.

7. 
Mr IVANOVSKI highlighted the regional cooperation through CEFTA and bilateral trade agreements, liberalising trade and preparing the Republic's economy for EU membership in the fields of services, public procurement, intellectual property, e.a., all being subject to reforms which would help to strengthen the economy and the markets in the country and CEFTA. The transformation emerging from the Stability Pact with the partners in South East Europe would help to prepare the economy for liberalisation and the impact of EU competition. Parliamentary cooperation was an additional factor in the field of regional cooperation, and a permanent secretariat should be established, with its seat in Skopje, a proposal for which he claimed the Joint Committee's support.

Mr WIERSMA replied to the above by making references to the Benelux Cooperation as a model for a successful regional cooperation, as the Visograd cooperation had also been. The Stability Pact was another model for the successful cooperation of Former Yugoslav Republics showing that countries with a common history and other links could work together. Certainly regional cooperation was not a replacement for EU membership but should be seen as an addition and CEFTA could serve very well as an antechamber to EU accession, the free trade within its borders strengthening the economy and creating jobs in the Republic. Kosovo had to be seen as a high priority for the EU and after a conclusion on its status, possibly with a limited sovereignty, the Republic should include Kosovo in this regional cooperation.

9. 
Mrs Elmaze SELMANI referred to the good use being made of the pre-accession instrument and the 2006 CARDS Programme and informed the Joint Committee in more detail of the substance of the CARD Programme of Activities in the Republic, its funding being of key importance for carrying forward the reform process. The administration's efficiency would profit from it as well as environment protection, sectorial and general labour mobility and the development of the farming sector.  All these fields were where the infrastructure would be strengthened with the help of the funds granted through these instruments.

10. 

The final statement was adopted unanimously, after modifications had been agreed on paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 13, 15, 18, 22, 25 and 27, by amendments tabled by KACIN, WIERSMA, MURKO, BONEVA, ANASTASOVSKI and the Co-chairs.

11. 

None

12.
It was agreed that the 4th meeting of the Joint Committee should take place in the second half of 2007 in one of the working places of the European Parliament, possibly towards end of November, after the Commission's Monitoring Report had been issued.

Mr. SPASENOVSKI expressed his thanks to all the participants for their good presence and participation throughout the entire meeting, and Mr. TRAKATELLIS concluded the meeting  at 12.15 hrs by also expressing his satisfaction of this successful outcome, looking forward already to the next meeting as another step towards progress on the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia's way to EU membership.

* * * * * *
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30 January 2007

The EU - former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia Joint Parliamentary Committee held its 3rd meeting in Skopje on 29-30 January 2007 under the joint Chairmanship of  Mr Aleksandar SPASENOVSKI (VMRO-DPMNE, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) and Mr Antonios TRAKATELLIS (EPP-ED, Greece). At this meeting, the Committee held an exchange of views with Mrs Gabriela KONEVSKA TRAJKOVSKA, Deputy Prime Minister of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, H.E. Mr Erwan FOUÉRÉ, European Union Special Representative and Head of the Delegation of the European Commission, and Mrs Elisabeth Anna MÜLLER, representing the Presidency-in-Office of the Council of the European Union.

The Joint Parliamentary Committee addressed the following issues:

· The internal political situation in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia following the general elections in 2006

· The process of economic reforms to fulfil the European criteria for EU membership

· The reform process in the fields of the judiciary, home affairs and state administration

· The regional cooperation after the signing of the Central European Free Trade Agreement (CEFTA 2006), and the transformation of the Stability Pact in South Eastern Europe

· Facilitation of the visa regime - first step for its full liberalisation

· Evaluation of the CARDS programme for 2006 and preparation for a better use of the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA)

The Joint Parliamentary Committee addresses the following statement to the institutions of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and of the European Union:

A.
taking note of the European Parliament resolution on the Commission's Communication on the Enlargement Strategy and Main Challenges 2006–2007 (2006/2252(INI)) of 13 December 2006;

B. 
having regard to the Commission progress report on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and the EU Enlargement Strategy and Main Challenges 2006-2007 (COM (2006) 649) of 8 November 2006;

C.
having regard to the Council conclusion on visa facilitation and readmission agreements for the Western Balkans of 13 November 2006;

D.
taking note of the European Parliament resolution on the alleged use of European countries by the CIA for the transportation and illegal detention of prisoners, adopted midway through the work of the Temporary Committee (2006/2027(INI)) on 6 July 2006; 
E. 
taking note of the European Parliament resolution on the Commission's 2005 enlargement strategy paper (2005/2206(INI)) of 16 March 2006;

F. 
recalling the EU/Western Balkans Salzburg Declaration of 11 March 2006;

G.
taking note of the Council decision on the principles, priorities and conditions contained in the European Partnership with the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (2006/57/EC) of 30 January 2006; 

H.
taking note of the European Commission Country Strategy Paper 2002-2006 for the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia;

I. 
taking note of the recommendations made at the 2nd EU - former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia JPC of 6 December 2005;

1.
welcomes the European Commission communication on Enlargement Strategy  and Main Challenges 2006-2007, and the first Progress Report on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia of 8 November 2006, and the assessment that the country has continued to make progress;

2. 
recalls the candidate status that the European Council granted the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in December 2005, following relevant deliberations in the Council of 12 December 2005 (COM 562(2005), COUNCIL 15638/1/05), and the European Commission opinion of 9 November 2005 in which its was noted that the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia is well on its way to satisfy the political criteria; 

3. 
commends the fact that the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia has implemented most of the key priorities noted by the European Partnership 2005 and believes that the country has the capacity and is dedicated to step up its reform efforts in order to launch accession negotiations;   

4. 
commends the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia on the progress made to prepare for the July parliamentary elections; welcomes the further reform of the legal and institutional framework for elections in line with OSCE-ODIHR recommendations; notes with satisfaction that the electoral process was conducted largely in accordance with international standards; regrets however that there were still some irregularities in certain areas before and during the elections and calls on the parties in the government and the opposition to fully engage to prevent them in the next elections; 
5. 
ccongratulates the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia on the commitment shown to the implementation of the Constitutional amendments initiated by the Ohrid Framework Agreement; emphasizes the need to deepen political consensus on accelerating reforms in order to achieve accession to the European Union; stresses that the continued Implementation of the Ohrid Framework Agreement has contributed to the country's stability and consolidating democracy and the rule of law; encourages all stakeholders involved to keep up the momentum and stresses the need for both the government and opposition political forces to maintain a constructive dialogue on the implementation of the Ohrid Agreement;
6. welcomes the further implementation of the 2000 Law of Civil Servants and demands its full enforcement, in order to continue with the reforms in the public administration; notes that steps have been taken to improve the management of the administration and the transparency in public decisions; further notes that the decentralization process has moved forward and public services have started to improve; emphasizes however that independence and professionalism of the state administration, as well as administrative capacity, need to be strengthened; urges the government and the municipalities to show a strong commitment to address the remaining challenges; points out that the EU has invested a great deal in building programs and underlines that a professional and merit-based administration is crucial to improve the capacity in implementation of the EU supportive Projects;

7.
notes that the adoption of a new police law met a key priority of the European Partnership; looks forward to its swift implementation; emphasizes in this regard that constructive cooperation between the government and the opposition is needed to ensure its full implementation;

8. 
welcomes the progress made in reforming the judicial system and notes that the constitutional and legal framework for an independent and efficient judiciary is now largely in place; stresses that successful implementation of the reform remains a major challenge and will require continuous efforts; 

9.
welcomes the progress made in strengthening the legal and institutional framework for fighting corruption; notes that the cooperation and coordination among the bodies involved have improved; regrets however that corruption remains widespread and emphasizes that strong political will and the full implementation of the legal framework is needed to achieve concrete results; anti-corruption reform plan should be part of a comprehensive macro-economic package; the institutions responsible for the fight against corruption should have real power and independence;

10. 
recommends that the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia makes further progress in improving inter-ethnic relations; recognises that constitutional and legislative changes have been made to provide a high level of protection of the rights of different ethnic communities; encourages the Government to continue the effective implementation of these measures; reiterates, in this regard, that the implementation of the Ohrid Framework Agreement is essential to foster a positive environment for further reforms;

11.
notes that the country has maintained a broad consensus on the essentials of economic policies and the macroeconomic stability has been increased and  welcomes the measures taken to improve the quality of human capital and to upgrade the country's infrastructure and increased inflows of foreign direct investments mainly driven by privatisation efforts; notes with satisfaction the further significant progress of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia towards establishing a fully functioning market economy; notes however that institutional weaknesses remain and calls on the Government to accelerate implementation of comprehensive structural reforms; notes that the shortcomings, as recorded by the European Commission Progress Report, in the judiciary, the labour and financial markets, and the education system need to be urgently addressed; further notes that the considerable informal sector continues to cause major distortions in the economy; considers these reforms to be a key in the successful transition of the country;

12. 
commends the country on the further progress made in aligning its legislation with the EU acquis, notably concerning the internal market; notes however that capacity in a number of areas, such as agriculture, food safety, competition, environment, justice, freedom and security needs to be improved; calls on the country to continue the effective implementation and in particular, the effective enforcement, of EU legislation; emphasizes the importance of implementing adopted laws;  

13. 
taking into account that regional cooperation and good neighbourly relations form an essential part of the process of moving towards the European Union; welcomes the readiness of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to increase the engagement in the regional cooperation process, primarily through establishment of a Regional Cooperation Council as a regionally owned forum for cooperation, the CEFTA 2006 Agreement, the Energy Community Treaty, the Agreement on a European Common Aviation Area and other forms of cooperation according to their common interest;

14.
points the needs of the EU institutions to re-examine the Trans-European Network - Transport concept for building of the basic European corridors until 2020 and to integrate the area of the Stabilization and the Association process member countries, including the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, taking into consideration in particular not only the vertical, but also the horizontal integration of the region in the European transversals;

15.
notes with satisfaction the considerable progress made with respect to visa policy; welcomes that visa requirements have been abolished for all remaining new Member States; highlights that with the recently adopted Law on Aliens, the legislation is largely in line with the EU acquis; encourages the country to further strengthen its administrative capacity in border control and security of documents; 

16.
welcomes the opening of visa facilitation negotiations between the EU and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia on visa facilitation and looks forward to their conclusion by June 2007, so that the agreement may enter into force as soon as possible; underlines that the ultimate objective at this stage must be to facilitate travel to the EU for all citizens of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and the citizens of the Western Balkan countries in general;
17. 
calls on the European Commission to assist the country in its efforts to comply with the requirements of the European partnership; 

18. 
emphasizes important role already played by the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in the process of regional cooperation in the SEE region; points out that by virtue of its multi-ethnic character of its society  and continued progression towards EU membership the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia acts as a model in the Western Balkan region; stresses the country's constructive position on Kosovo talks; further stresses the importance of finalising the demarcation of the border of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia with Serbia on the part with Kosovo, as a technical issue which should be resolved prior to the decision on the status of Kosovo;

19.
commends the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia for maintaining full cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia; emphasizes that further progress in the reform of the judiciary is essential to prepare for the transfer of the cases to be returned by the ICTY; 

20.
takes note of the report of the European Parliament's Temporary Committee on the alleged use of European countries by the CIA for the transportation and illegal detention of prisoners; urges the authorities in former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to investigate the Khaled El-Masri case without delay;

21. 
notes with satisfaction that custom fees, which were considered as violating the SAA, have been abolished in line with a key priority of the European Partnership; however emphasizes that other major challenges, such as liberalizing the telecommunication market and ensuring adequate protection of intellectual property rights, remain for the country to fully meet its SAA obligations; 

22.

encourages the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to continue to pursue resolutely the reforms needed to fulfil the conditions and requirements set forth in the Copenhagen criteria and in the Stabilization and Association Process for the country to start negotiations for membership of the European Union as soon as possible;

23. 

notes with satisfaction that as a candidate country the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia is eligible for all the components of the IPA; welcomes the preparations done by the authorities to prepare for IPA, including decentralised management of EU funds and urges the Commission to make a decision on the decentralised management and to support with all available means taking ownership of the process by the authorities of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia;  

24.
 
welcomes the preparation of the NPAA, PEP and NDP by the authorities of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia;  

25.

calls upon the EU Member States to complete the necessary institutional reforms of the EU as soon as possible so as to avoid any unnecessary delay in future EU enlargement; recalls the EU’s commitment towards  the Western Balkan countries; emphasises the clear European membership prospects which the EU Thessaloniki Summit in 2003 offered to the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and the other Western Balkan countries;

26. 

calls on the European Parliament and the national parliaments of the Members States to support the further process of accession of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to the EU, notably launching negotiations, in line with the individual merits of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia; 

27.

stresses the importance for EU Member States' governments and national parliaments to be more rigorous, consistent and persuasive in informing the EU public adequately about the benefits of past and future enlargements; calls on the European Commission to work together with Member-States, the European Parliament and national parliaments in order to communicate more effectively to the public the enlargement agenda; recalls at the same time that a dynamic and convincing reform process in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia is the best advert of all to convince EU citizens of the benefits of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia’s membership to the EU.
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