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Dear Mr. President, 

Dear colleagues, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am honored to be here in Skopje and to participate on behalf of the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova at this forum of the representatives of the National Parliaments of the South East European Cooperation Process member states. 

First of all I would like to thank the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia, in the person of its President, Mr. Trajko Veljanoski, for the invitation to participate in this event, for cordiality and hospitality, as well as for an excellent organization of our meeting.

It is important to underline some fields of cooperation which we believe, correspond with interests of all countries of the South-East European region and has to be maintained on the SEECP agenda and further developed, namely: justice and home affairs; health; transport and infrastructure; energy security; building human capital; development of the SEECP-EU dialogue, as well as visa issue in the SEECP countries.

The cooperation within the parliamentary dimension of SEECP has been a mobilization factor for Republic of Moldova, for which reason despite of the short period of time since our country became member of SEECP we are pleased to note that the cooperation in the majority of areas establishes an efficient political platform for progress on our common European road. The current European agenda of my country is quite ambitious; it largely derives from the shared experience on cooperation between the parliaments, and especially the cooperation in the South East Europe. In this context it is relevant the fact that only 4 years ago, while the Republic of Moldova held the SEECP Chairmanship-in-office, our country was the only SEECP member state without a clear perspective for European integration.

Currently we are implementing the Action Plan for the Liberalization of the Visa Regime, we are negotiating on establishing a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area, we signed the European Energy Charter and we joined the European Common Aviation Area. These facts were highly appreciated by the international community, which qualified the Republic of Moldova as a "success story" in the Eastern Partnership, which brings credibility and build confidence in our country. Our current objective is to finalize the negotiation process on creating Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area with the EU and implement the Action Plan for the Liberalization of the Visa Regime before the end of 2013. It’s impressive the intensity of the current relations between Republic of Moldova and the European institutions, what can be proved by top European official visits paid to Chisinau inclusively. Only in August-September, Moldova was visited by German Chancellor Angela Merkel, EU Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response Kristalina Georgieva, the deputy chairman of the European Investment Bank Wilhelm Molterer, and many other high-ranking European officials, responsible for monitoring Moldova on its European path. The President of the European Commission José Manuel Durão Barroso, has confirmed to pay an official visit to Moldova on November 29-30.
It is already reaffirmed that our future lies under the broader umbrella of European integration, and this is the priority objective of all the countries in the region. For the Republic of Moldova, as well as for the most of SEECP member states, the participation in the regional cooperation process in South – Eastern Europe is an important and essential framework for progressing on the path to European Integration. 
Dear colleagues!

One of the most important components of the South-East European Cooperation Process is the parliamentary dimension of cooperation. We, as representatives of our countries’ legislative forums are aware of our role of being the “voice” of our people and we know that our coordinated efforts have an impact on expanding the bilateral and multilateral relations between the Parliaments of the SEECP member states. In this regard, the Republic of Moldova reiterates its constant interest in supporting the potential of the inter-parliamentary cooperation in the region. The significance of parliamentary cooperation in the region was witnessed by an increased devotion and commitment of the SEECP participating states to improve the cooperation process.
With reference to the current major subject on the agenda of SEECP we supported without any hesitation the proposal to institutionalize the Parliamentary Dimension of SEECP. We participated actively at most working group meetings that aimed to achieve this objective to institutionalize the Parliamentary Dimension of SEECP. At the meetings that our Working Group didn’t attend, the Parliament of Republic of Moldova contributed with submitting comments and proposals concerning the institutionalization of the Parliamentary Dimension of SEECP. The SEECP Working Group of the Parliament of Republic of Moldova contributed by formulating comments on the proposal of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey with regards how should be elected the Vice-Presidents of the Assembly, the level of participation of each Member Parliament, voting within the Assembly meetings, the structure of the Secretariat. In the issue, we put a lot of hope in the fact that this process will be finalized in the near future, by establishing a viable institution which will allow achieving important and effective results for all our countries.    
We understand that the perspective of EU integration depends mainly on us and our well coordinated efforts to promote reforms and to undertake European values. The European integration involves the design and implementation of reforms in a wide range of areas. The experiences of new EU member states as well as those currently in various phases of their EU integration process, clearly indicate that, making decisions about complex political, economic, legal and institutional issues with long-lasting consequences is a challenging task. In conclusion, I would like to express my confidence that if we further preserve the same objective in the implementation of reforms, our constructive efforts will contribute to the success of our European project.
Thank you for your attention.

