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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Dear colleagues,
Dear friends, 

I am highly honored and pleased to participate in the activities of this conference. I would like to greet you on behalf of the National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia, and express my gratitude to the National Assembly of the Republic od Macedonia, for organizing this conference on the occasion of fifteen years from the establishment of the South-East European Cooperation Process. This is an opportunity to observe achievements of the past period, all the aspects of current situation, as well as the perspectives and possibilities for further improvement of our cooperation.     

Authentic initiative, launched by the South-East European countries, as well as the process of good-neighborly relations, stability, safety and cooperation between the South-East European countries, joins currently twelve countries presenting a sort of “a voice of the region“.     
The development of good-neighborly relations and regional cooperation present one of the priorities of our external policy. Therefore, we are proud to be a part of significant regional flows and initiatives, including the South-East European Cooperation Process.     
The priorities of our presidency over the South-East European Cooperation Process, lasting from June 2011 to June 2012, presented the continuation of democratic processes and promotion of European values, aiming at faster integration of all countries of the region into the EU, deepening of institutional dialogue with the European Commission and EU institutions, cooperation in the combat against organized crime, overcoming economic crisis and its consequences, strengthening economic cooperation and trade, attracting investments, raising the level of regional cooperation in the field of environmental protection, prevention and elimination of consequences of all sorts of disasters, cooperation in the field of health care, trade, tourism, improvement of project-oriented cooperation through the regional framework of Regional Cooperation Council, realization of as many as possible infrastructural projects in the region, improvement of cooperation in the field of education, science, culture, youth cooperation, as well as the improvement of parliamentary cooperation.   
It goes without saying that we in the National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia, during our presidency over the South-East European Cooperation Process, paid special attention to the strengthening of parliamentary dimension of this Process. Parliaments do present forums for the exchange of issues difficult to be discussed at the level of executive power, where the dialogue area is wider. We, parliamentarians, discuss different topics having the importance for the citizens of the countries we live in, being significant for the European integration processes, wishing to better understand each other, recognize common interests and find the best solutions for unresolved issues.         
In the scope of the parliamentary dimension of the South-East European Cooperation Process, the National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia, organized four meetings of Working Group, where the possibilities for the institutionalization of this sort of cooperation have been discussed through the establishment of the Parliamentary Assembly of South-East European Cooperation Process. We have also organized the Regional Conference related to the relationship between parliaments and independent regulatory bodies, which is the topic of interest for all countries of the region, with the participation of the representatives of numerous regulatory bodies and international organizations in the region.    
 
 Unfortunately, we have not organized the final conference of the Speakers of the Parliaments of the South-East European Cooperation Process, due to elections having taken place at all levels, i.e. the leading majority was not constituted until the termination of our chairmanship. However, endeavoring to complete the commenced activities, we organized the last meeting of the Working Group in Belgrade on 18 September 2012, at the time when our southern neighbor had already taken over the chairmanship.       
We have developed a report on the activities of the Working Group during our presidency over the South-East European Cooperation Process. The integral part of the report is a document presenting the consolidated version of a prospective compromising proposal, containing the solutions having been harmonized so far on the modalities for the institutionalization of parliamentary cooperation between the South-East European countries.   
Based on the proposals submitted by the Bulgerian and Turkish Parliaments, the National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia, suggested the third compromising solution in its report. The subject-matter of the analysis and discussions in the meetings of Working Group were, among other things, goals and guidelines for the work of the Parliamentary Assembly of the South-East European Cooperation Process, composition and organizational structure, presidency, manner of adopting decisions, secretariat, budget and other issues significant for the work of the future institutionalized parliamentary structure. It has been agreed to adopt decisions by consensus, whereby the conditions for consensus will be defined by the Rules of Procedure. The members of the Working Group were also in agreement that there should be three standing committees and ad hoc working groups through which the concrete forms of interparliamentary cooperation of member states of this process would be realized. The final decision on all issues related to the organization and activities of the Parliamentary Assembly will be adopted in the following period, with the participation of all member states of the South-East European Cooperation Process.

We have also established a very good cooperation with the Regional Secretariat for Parliamentary Cooperation having the seat in Sofia, both during our presidency and in the period before. In cooperation with the said institution, we have organized an array of activities, anticipated by the Plan of Activities for the period 2011-2012. We have also established a very good cooperation with the Regional Cooperation Council in Sarajevo, presenting the main forum for the identification of concrete projects whose realization should meet the real needs of the countries of South-East Europe, and having as a priority parliamentary cooperation being the key topic encompassed in all other priorities. 

The role of the process is to create new future for South-East Europe, based on peace, democracy and economic prosperity, as well as the full integration of the countries of the region into the European structures. There is no doubt that all countries of Western Balkans are dedicated to the EU accession, which requires undertaking of thorough reforms and the establishment of new system of values. Consequently, this is why it is necessary to cooperate and improve existing initiatives, as they present the framework for discussions and finding common interests and solutions in different areas of life. The cooperation with neighbors should present the key aspect for the strengthening of relations with the European Union, and we are convinced that this is also the priority of our neighbors. If we take into account economics, trade, infrastructure, environment, security, transport, culture, each of these areas of life naturally refers to our neighbors, and one cannot act within any of them individually.  
By working together in many areas significant for the life of our citizens, we are sending a clear signal to our partners in the EU that the region builds an attractive, stable and predictable surroundings, ready to respond to the requirements of developed countries. We think that the strengthening of economic, technological, cultural, youth, educational, scientific research connections between the countries of the region, is vital for the citizens living in this area, but it is also of key importance for strengthening connections with the EU as whole, as well as with the Member States of the EU. As parliamentarians, we have to further stimulate cooperation, since we are certain that it will contribute to social, democratic and economic development of all countries. It is very important for countries of the region to cooperate in the areas related to the harmonization of legislation, to take common stands, positions and common actions before the European institutions, especially relating to the spheres that might ensure better quality of life to citizens. It is especially important to strengthen economic relations, since with the support of business entities, we are building the region of economic prosperity, which presents the basis for the establishment of permanent stability in the region.     
At the end, I would like to point out once again the necessity of a deeper cooperation between the countries of Western Balkans. The National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia is interested in even more intensive exchange of experiences and best practices. This is the process requiring every day activities and consultations and I am convinced that we will be able to compensate a delay of the region relating to the Process through our efforts and devoted work in the future.    
