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Dear colleagues parliamentarians,

Dear journalists,

Ladies and gentlemen,

In conditions of permanent development of processes of globalization, in conditions when the inter-dependence is reaching enormous magnitude, we can rightfully say that states, as basic subjects in the international law are a reflecting factor, on which wider developments are reflected as well. In that sense, the integration of the Republic of Macedonia in the European Union, which is a basic topic of this fourth joint meeting –to a certain extent is placed under the aforementioned premises.

Preparation of the process of negotiations 
The accession and the integration of the Republic of Macedonia in the European Union is a strategic goal of the Republic of Macedonia. The Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia in the past period, through the adopted Declarations for support of the process of integration, has contributed to the promotion of this strategic goal of the Republic of Macedonoa – membership in the EU. The support of the citizens for membership in the EU is about 90% which sends a clear message, but also an additional and continuous pressure on the Government, the institutions and the political parties to focus on the achievment of this goal for the Republic of Macedonia. At the same time, this high level of support gives an additional value of the integration process for the country and it is an open and full mandate from the citizens for a sooner fulfillment of this priority goal for the Republic of Macedonia. After obtaining a status of a candidate country for membership in the EU in 2005, the state is moving forward to the following phase of the integration process, that is start of negotiations for membership with the Union, which would be a new moment and a better way of communication between the Republic of Macedonia and the EU.

When we speak about the readiness for start of negotiations with the European Commission, I would like to point out that  the Republic of Macedonia is seriously and in continuum working on obtaining a date for start of negotiations, through realization of the key priorities, as well as the obligations deriving from the political criteria, for which the basic guideline is the Report of the EC and the Accession Partnership.

In this way, we have shown as a state that we know how to solve pthe problems, that we know to overcome the obstacles, and that we know to deal with the challenges.

We have demonstrated that the internal differences, always melt in a second, when the political leades are faced with an issue related with the European integration processes. The establishment of the National Council  for European Integration in the Macedonia legislative house is a proof that the government and the opposition – the Macedonian, the Albanian, the Turkish, the Roma, the Serbian, the Bosniak and the Vlach parliamentarians share the same goal. The aforementioned event, is a proof of the democratic maturity of the state, since the governing and the opposition parties have seen that the development of the European integrationsis a common responsibility for us all. If we turn back in the past, we can see that the two most important dates from the integration of the Republic of Macedonia in the European Union – the Stabilization and Association Agreement, as well as the obtaining of a status of a candidate country is a result of the efforts and the dedication of different political coalitions. Hence, we can righfully say that such practice shall continue, so that at the end, when the Republic of Macedonia becomes a full member of the European Union, we can rightfully conclude that we have all given our maximum, and that the citizesn have fulfilled their expectations. 

Dear friends,

When speaking about the administrative capacity for opening of negotiations, I would like to assure you that the Republic of Macedonia has a functional institutional structure for support of the process of integration and negotiations, through the established working bodies in charge for each chapter from the administrative structure of the EU acquis. To be more specific, the Sector for European Issues will have a role of an an administrative, expert and logistic support for the negotiation process. Generally seen, the increase of the efficiency and the capacity of the public administration through its reform, shall be one of the main challenges which are of exceptional importances for undertaking of the obligations from the membership of the Republic of Macedonia in the European Union.


In this moment, I consider that it is exceptionally important to mention that the Republic of Macedonia is fully aware that the progress towards a full achivement of the political criteria is of great importance for obtaining a condition and start of the negotiations with the European Union. In that sense, I firmly believe that the focus of the Governement, the Assembly and all political parties in future shall be also on the implementation of the main priorities of the Accession Partnership, and of the following in particular:

· Appropriate implementation of all obligations from the Stabilization and Association Agreement;
· Promotion of the importance of a constructive and comprehensive political dialogue, between all relevant political factors in the Republic of Macedonia, especially in areas in which wide consensus is needed from all, within the democratic institutions of the system;

· Ensuring effective implementation of the Law on Police;

· Realization of continuous and effective results in the implementation of the judicial reforms and strengthening of the independence of the overall capacity of the judicial system; 

· Completion of reforms in the public prosecutor's office and completion of the Judicial Council.

· Coninuous efforts for implementation of the legislation in the field of combat against corruption and achievment of even greater results in this field;

· Additional strengthening of the system of career promotion, which is based in professional merits, full implementation of the Law on Civil Servants and ensuring of a process of employment of civil servants fully independent from political influence.
Dear colleagues parliamentarians,

The remarks mentioned in the Report of the European Commission for the for the Progress of the Republic of Macedonia of 2007 are a clear guideline and a roadmap for the activities of the institutions of the Republic of Macedonia for the period to come. In this sense, I feel a need to emhpasize that regardless of all differences of the political subjects in Macedonia, the effect of the publishing of the Report was a consensual statement that is it an objective presentation of conditions in the Republic of Macedonia, that needs to be followed and failures should be corrected, and sucesses should be additionally upgraded for the following Report. 

Regional development

Dear friends, 

Speaking about regional development, I would like to underline the fact that the Republic of Macedonia has been assessed as an active participant in regional cooperation initiatives, which is an additional motif for us to continue with a more intensive activity on this plan. Having in mind the past geopolitical, strategic and security challenges in the region, the Republic of Macedonia has been taking a pro-active position in regional developments.

Regarding the last Report of the EC for the progress of the countries in the region, the Republic of Macedonia welcomes the positive assessment of Croatia as well as the sucessful process of negotiations. Croatia is one of the strategic partners of the Republic of Macedonia and we are in a coninuous process of building and intensifying our mutual exchange of experience and information from the accession process, will will be particularly useful for the Republic of Macedonia in the expected negotiations with the EU. We also commend as well to our partners from Montenegro and Serbia for the signing of the Stabilization and Association Agreements, and we are ready to share all aour experiences from our won integration process. In relation to ohter developments, we would like to point out that Kosovo is still an open regional issue for the solution of which the Republic of Macedonia has a copninuously constructive approach, with a hope that in the near future there will be a solution, since we are of an opninion that with closing of this issue, the region will enter into a peaceful and stable period, after which rapprochement and integration of the countries of the region in the Union would follow, and for this goal the Republic of Macedonia is constantly committed to and gives its full support.

European developments

Dear colleagues,

In accordance with the topifc of this item, I would like to address on the wider developments. Namely, as a state we are firmly convinced that the new positive development on the text of the Reform Treaty is particulrly important for the Republic of Macedonia as well. To our deep belief, it confirms the dedication of the European Union towards the situation and the conditions in the Western Balkan countries and their membership in the common European home. The principle of inclusion and integration of countries from the region is reafirmed as well in the Strategy for Enlargement of the EC. There, it is clearly stated that a consensus is reached for the perspectives of the region, but it is also crystal clear that each country will be assesed according to its own merits and the capacity to fulfill the criterai. The Strategy also underlines that states of the region should focus on improvement of the functioning of state administration and the practice of good governance.


All political factors in the Republic of Macedonia are closely following the events of wider European importance. In that sense, we express satisfaction that the Slovenian Presidency in its agenda has a clear principle through which it supports the Republic of Macedonia in the European Union. Slovenia is a strategic partner of the Republic of Macedonia, and the relations are based on the excellent bilateral relations with this country. In that sense, I believe that the Macedonian institutions in the following period shall actively cooperation during the Slovenian Presidency, in order to strengthen and expand the relations between the Republic of Macedonia and the European Union. 

Conclusion


Dear all,

At the end, I would like to assure you that in the future crucial period for our country, in which we expect to obtain a date for start of negotiations for a fully-fledged membership, the Republic of Macedonia shall invest all its potentials to engage all social capacities to achieve the common goal of all citizens, regardless of their ethnic, political or religious affilliation or social situation.


All resources shall be animated for completion of the started reforms in many fields, for harmonization of the Macedonia legislation with that of the European Union.


Even more, we think that only with joint engagement of all sociatal actors and the dedication of all citizens, we can achieve the strategic goal of Macedonia for membership in the European Union.

Thank you for the attention.
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