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Dear colleagues parliamentarians from the Macedonian and European Parliament, 

Distinguished Representatives of the European Commission, Council of EU and of the Czech Presidency,
Distinguished Representatives of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia,
Dear reporters,

Ladies and Gentlemen,                 
At the opening of the 6th Meeting of the JPC, allow me to greet you and to thank you for your presence.
I believe that the time envisaged for our meeting, as previously, will be fulfilled with constructive discussions and debates on the issues on the Agenda.
I believe that with our approach we will, once again contribute to the affirmation of the ideas which unite us, as we did during our previous meeting in the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia.
I believe that today, in the evening before the dissolution of the present mandate of the European Parliament due to the incoming elections, with a good thought we will support the European ambitions of the Republic of Macedonia and the further strengthening of the cooperation between the Macedonian and the European Parliament.
Dear friends,

Several events influenced the Macedonian euro-integrative perspectives since the last meeting of the JPC in the Republic of Macedonia, at the end of November 2008, such as: 
· The official visit of the now, former Czech President to the Republic of Macedonia who firmly supported the Macedonia’s integration in EU, and
· The recent Report of the European Parliament for the Republic of Macedonia, which spotted the certain weaknesses, but also confirmed the position of the European Parliament for the need for start of the negotiations for accession and for visa abolishment, as soon as possible. 
 Finally, the last good news is the first round of the local and presidential elections in the Republic of Macedonia, which passed in peaceful, fair and democratic atmosphere, and for which we received acknowledgements from our international friends. Anyway, in order to maintain the good impression, the second round of the elections should be organized in the same manner as the first round. In that sense, the attitude of the political subjects in the Republic of Macedonia strengthens our expectations for high degree of democratic maturity of the Macedonian society and the state.  
Regarding the JPC, I would like to share with you my gratitude to the High Representative of the European Commission in the Republic of Macedonia, H.E. Erwan Fouere, who, in his regular addressing to the Members of the Foreign Affairs Committee in the European Parliament at the beginning of this year, said positive words on the involvement and the role of this body in the support of the European Integration.
Dear colleagues,
The priorities of the Republic of Macedonia remain to be receiving a date for start of accession negotiations with the EU, as well abolishing of the Schengen wall for the Macedonian citizens.
If we put the fulfillment of our priorities in the context of the EU Presidencies, we may conclude that there is a positive period for the Macedonian Euro-ambitions. 
 We believe that the overall relations with the EU this year will be positive for the Republic of Macedonia, especially:
· The discussions for the future of Lisbon Treaty, which would solve the formal and legal dilemmas relating the process of the enlargement of the  Union; and
· The elections for the European Parliament in June, which from their point have influence on the capacities of the institutions of the EU for reaching more significant decisions in the election year;
as well as the fact that three points are encouraging for the Republic of Macedonia: 
· First, the institutional response of the state regarding the remarks by the EC in the Progress Report of Macedonia for 2008 and the launching of the Blueprint for implementation of the EC Recommendations; 
· Second, the fact that Macedonia (unlike other countries), at the beginning of  this year will accomplish the last benchmark needed for liberalization of the visa regime - an issue which was welcomed by the European institutions many times;
· Third, the high degree of consensus between the political parties in the Republic of Macedonia regarding the amending of the election legislation and the Constitution of the state for additional materialization of the expectations for fair and democratic elections. 
At the end, I would like to share with you my assurance that during our two day work, we will manage to consider the issues in an open manner, detect the challenges and thus provide solutions and place another brick in the building named Euro-Integration of the Republic of Macedonia, i.e. promotion of the European democratic values.

Thank you. 

