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Dear colleagues, 

It is my particular pleasure for having this opportunity today to speak about a very significant topic for all citizens of the Republic of Macedonia that is the facilitation of the visa regime as a first step towards its full liberalization. 

At the beginning, I would like to express the pleasure for the following: after the start of negotiations in March 2006 between the European Commission and the republic of Macedonia for facilitation of the visa procedures for the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia, agreements for facilitation of visa regime and readmission have been concluded on 18 September 2007, and we expect that they enter into force on 1 January 2008. I would like to inform you that the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia, on 20 November 2007, inserted this Agreement as an emergency item on the agenda and has unanimously ratified it. 

In accordance with the Thessaloniki Agenda of June 2003 and the establishment of the perspective for liberalization of the visa regime of the European Union towards the Republic of Macedonia, as well as for the other countries in the Balkans as a process of individual achievements in reforms in the field of justice, security and freedoms, today- four years after – we are expecting entrance into force of visa facilitation as a transitional phase towards full liberalization. On one side, the signing of these agreements is a significant political phase in the development of a closer cooperation between the European Union and the Republic of Macedonia, in sensitive areas of migration and movement of workforce. On the other, this agreement is essential for our citizens and contributes to the improvement of the mutual relations between them and the citizens in EU member countries. We expect that the consular offices of EU member countries will fully implement the visa facilitations, in accordance with the letter and the spirit of the Agreement, in order for our citizens to be able and really feel the benefits of such facilitation and to have more intensive communication with citizens of EU member countries. 

The implementation of a such Agreement is of course a great success for us, since it shows that the Republic of Macedonia, in mid-term until full abolishment of EU visas, has managed to fulfill the necessary conditions and to strengthen the administrative capacities for control of the borders with the integrated border management, to improve security of documents, to establish Visa Information Center in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in accordance with the Schengen standards, to show tangible results in the combat against the organized crime and corruption, to fully implement the bilateral agreements for readmission with the EU, to improve the situation in the field of illegal migration and to make success in the harmonization of the positive with the negative list of EU. 

Since the process of liberalization of the visa regime of the EU is an issue of highest priority for the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia, the Government has been actively working to fulfill this goal. The conclusion of this Agreement went in a package with the Agreement for Readmission of Persons which illegal residence, as part of the successfully implemented reforms in the field of justice and home affairs. The Agreement envisages visa facilitations for a number of categories of citizens which travel often in the EU countries – visa free travel, as well as facilitation in the amount paid for visa, increased validity of visas up to five years and decrease of the number of documents for application. With the Political Declaration as part of this Agreement, we expect establishment of a local regime with issuance of special local licenses (ID cards) in the border areas of states neighbors with the Republic of Macedonia.  

Dear colleagues, 

The communication in the past has been disabled with the previous significant limitations of free movement of citizens from our country in the EU member countries. Macedonia has been ranked on a 133 place for free movement of persons, the citizens could travel only in five countries on the European continent, the situation got drastically worse after the membership of Bulgaria and Romania in the EU, and Macedonians so far have been paying more than 5 million euro for visas, with a double payment for Schengen visa of a neighboring state, member country of the Union.

Such situation has mostly influenced on a certain category of citizens, among which young people who have not been able, not even close, to see Europe and its European values, their generation living in the member countries. They felt isolated, unrightfully discriminated and ghettoized, since so fat only 380 students had the opportunity to travel in the EU. Republic of Macedonia, so far also suffered economic damages as a result of the visa regime with the EU, which negatively affected our economy, especially on the development of small and medium –sized enterprises that should be a moving force of the economic development of the state. With the initial liberalization of this group of citizens, we expect significant improvement of the exchange of knowledge, ideas and experiences and to feel at least the first European freedoms established by the EU law: free movement of people, goods, services and capital, which in the Union brought great benefits for the citizens and contributed to the opening of jobs and improved the economy.  

We consider that the process towards a full liberalization should continue, in accordance with the established criteria of the Union and the fulfillment of the criteria from our side. If you allow me, I would like to present some data to support my position. According to the data of Embassies of EU member countries, the Republic of Macedonia has never been pointed as a country of security or migration risk for the European Union. On the contrary, on the list of countries of origin of applicants for asylum in the EU, Macedonia is either not on the list of at the very bottom of the list. The data of the European Embassies in Skopje show that over 80% of Macedonian applicants are bona fide applicants. Also, according to a research carried out by Austrian experts at the beginning of this year, Macedonia has the lowest percent of persons that would like to immigrate in the European Union. 

Due to these reasons, we ask the road towards full liberalization to continue with an increased dynamic, since for us it will represent a "positive pressure" to speed up the necessary reforms, shall be another proof for the engagement of the EU for the European perspective in the region and finally, the investment in the new Macedonian generation that will obtain European experiences, shall be a significant investment for the Union itself. I would like to ask you, as colleagues parliamentarians, to continue and raise this issue to your competent ministers, and we commit ourselves to continue with our work to complete our homework, to make oversight on the activities of our government and to adopt the necessary legal acts for realization of this important and necessary goal of our state. 

Thank you for the attention.
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