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Distinguished Colleagues, 

Please allow me, on behalf of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia and on my own behalf, to express satisfaction with the possibility to participate in the discussion on the always relevant topic – citizens, the Parliament, democracy and cooperation. 

If one has to summarize briefly the topic of today's session, one could do that by recalling the frequently expressed thought on international meetings: Peoples and citizens of states cooperate and understand each others better than their leaders. This simple truth could be the most powerful weapon the parliaments have.

The fact that Parliaments are the representative houses of ordinary citizens is an advantage that should be used for the purpose of spreading friendship, good-neighbourliness and cooperation, thus giving an example and opening room and a road for equally good cooperation among all the other segments of authority, in particular the executive ones. 

Perhaps some of us have learnt that fact earlier than the others. Today, we are, however, all aware that parliamentary dimension is the fastest, if not the only efficient way for conquering vaster space for democracy. 

The Council of Europe has always contributed to the development of democracy, in particular when the new member-states are in question. The commitment to be accepted in the Organization and to put into practice the experience of engagement in the Parliamentary Assembly and its working bodies, introduced, at a widely open door, the Council of Europe in our countries. Our citizens have, for a number of years, shared the values and objectives of the most numerous European organization. 

This year, 10 new countries became members of the EU, thus definitely ending the period of the European division. On that road, the parliamentary cooperation, both multilateral and bilateral, played an important role as a driving force and controlling mechanism of the Governments actions. 

The countries of South Eastern Europe hope that the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, other European parliamentary assemblies, as well as all the national parliaments, will continue, with equal enthusiasm and zeal, the efforts to fulfill the visionary ambition for a unified Europe of its fathers.  

Similarly as when a small girl in our country, in reply to the question When is a thing whole? said A thing is whole when it includes everything, so will Europe be whole when it includes all of us. If we listen to the voice of our future, the motto of the next EU enlargement and of the efforts of this Parliamentary Assembly should be actually that – A thing is whole when it includes everything.
Republic of Macedonia was itself, a couple of years ago, shattered by a conflict that could have carried us far away from Europe. However, with the international community's support, but above all owing to the high level of awareness and responsibility of the Parliament as representative of the citizens, it was resolved by peaceful, political means and through dialogue. Stabilization and democratic development of the country were achieved and today we are at the final stage of implementation of the Constitutional and legal changes initiated with the Framework Agreement. 

After the tragic loss of President Trajkovski, our institutions and citizens were posed against yet another test. Our capacity and readiness to continue along the road of Euro integration were fully verified with the recent democratic election of the new President of State.

Our Stabilization and Association Agreement with the EU entered into force once it was ratified by all member-states. On the 22nd of March, taking into account the consensus in our Parliament and the broad support among the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia, we submitted an EU membership application. 

Parliamentary support has always been an invaluable impetus in that process. We hope that it will not fail in its confirmed or innovated forms. 

The fact that every Parliament, and obviously that is also true for the Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia, consists of members of various political options and different ethnic communities, is an invaluable quality. The ability to cooperate to the benefit of our citizens enables us to understand and cooperate also with the parliaments of the region. This kind of cooperation has already produced specific results. 

Finally, I have to admit a feeling of embarrassment because while personally being able to meet and cooperate with the European friends in any part of the Continent, the citizens that I represent are denied the same possibility due to the existence of the wall called the Schengen. 

Therefore, the today’s topic and discussion, namely the Parliament and democracy, is incomplete, because a thing is whole only when it includes everything.

Thank you. 
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