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Mr. President, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Dear Colleagues,

First of all I would like to express my gratitude for the invitation extended to us by the distinguished co-presidents of today's Inaugural Session of the EMPA, Mr. Cox and Mr. Radi. Our host, the Greek Parliament, has on this occasion once again demonstrated its inventiveness and its capacity for organizing important international fora. 

I want to welcome the inauguration of the Euro-Mediterranean Parliament, believing that it will be a more efficient way for dialogue and integration of this wide area. This is an opportunity for all these countries with so many different cultures and traditions to learn more about each other, to understand better each other and finally, to deepen their friendship and mutual cooperation.

My country, the Republic of Macedonia, and the Balkan countries in general, are profoundly linked with and belong to the Euro-Mediterranean area of cooperation in geographic, economic, cultural and historic sense. We are a form of unifying link that has connected and is connecting the different civilizations, cultures, religions and nations, and our need to further develop and promote diverse cooperation with the countries of this region is apparent. 

In my country we have a tradition of tolerance for the differences in the ethnic, religious, linguistic and cultural sphere. Precisely because of this we managed - even when we were faced with the serious threat of interethnic conflict, which has in some other neighboring countries culminated in tragic events and bloodshed - we managed to calm down the situation with the use of political means and political dialogue, which received broad support from our citizens, as well as from the international community. 

I would also like to emphasize an aspect I consider very important. Namely, an unavoidable element and test for all our efforts for democratization is the respect and promotion of the rights of the women. The Republic of Macedonia has much to say on this issue, especially about the representation of women in politics and decision-making positions.

And finally, it gives me a special pleasure to use this opportunity and inform this distinguished gathering that yesterday in Dublin the Republic of Macedonia presented its application for EU membership. We have consensus this issue among all the relevant political factors and the citizens. We expect that this crucial step for our country will be also received with understanding and support on your part. 

Expecting closer cooperation among all of us in future, I wish once again good spirit and successful work to this Parliamentary Assembly.

Thank you.

