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Dear colleagues MPs

Dear journalists

Ladies and Gentlemen

On 5 July 2006, the fifth parliamentary elections since the Republic of Macedonia has gained independence took place. In respect to the quality of the change that took place, the elections were rightly assessed by both the domestic and international public as exceptionally significant, which will in large degree determine the democratic development of the Republic of Macedonia. The elections are over, and the Republic of Macedonia has achieved yet another important success on the field of internal policy, given the fact that they were assessed by the International community as fair and in accordance with the highest democratic standards. This fact was to a large extent a ground for a number of positive effects, among which the following may be counted as the most important:

 
 - First, the Republic of Macedonia has shown that it had the political and institutional capacity to bring about a peaceful change of power, and

 - Second, the elections had contributed to the further upgrade of the positive image of the State, the best confirmation of what were the series of statements by the official representatives of the European Union, NATO and USA, who have expressed their satisfaction with the democratic progress of the Republic of Macedonia.

Since the 5th of July and the election of the new Government on 26 August 2006, more than 100 days went by. The courteous period of refraining from comments on the part of the domestic public and the parties has ended.

Contrary to that, we have entered a period of:

  - Political analysis of the things accomplished; 

  - Mutually argumented discussion concerning the things to be accomplished;

  - Open debate for getting the support of the public for the means by which the priorities are to be carried out.  

          In that regard, from this distance we can make a thorough evaluation of the path on which Macedonia is moving, as well as of the manner in which the new right-centrist Government is coping with the challenges we are facing.

Dear participants,

· It is a fact that the Republic of Macedonia is facing difficulties, mainly of economic nature.

· It is a fact that the attempts to overcome them often cause political tension, which from time to time alerts the public. 

· Nevertheless, it is also a fact that:

· the problems have to be solved;

· the obstacles have to be overcome;

· and finally, the country must progress.

We should interpret and analyze the internal political conditions of the State, after the 5th of July elections, taking these facts in consideration. 

In that regard: 

· In contrast to the past, when the political swords were crossed over system issues connected to the internal constitutional and legal organization of the Republic of Macedonia - today, after the completion of the last elections, the political parties are confronting their views regarding projects as the mandatory secondary education, or the projects for full computerization of the schools;             

· In contrast to the period before ten years, when the focus was on the critique of our insufficient commitment to the development of interethnic cohabitation between the Albanians and the Macedonians, or between the Macedonians, Albanians, Roma, Serbs, Vlachs and the Bosniaks, today, after the completion of the last round of the parliamentary elections, the parties in the Republic of Macedonia, with a sense of responsibility and European vision, have approved the Government's proposal for threefold increase of the Budget funds meant for the further implementation of  the Framework agreement and the equitable representation of the members of the ethnic communities in the bodies of the State administration;

· In contrast to the period of one decade ago, when the nationalistic leaders in the northern part of the Republic of Macedonia were producing blood-shedding wars and when the borders were sealed, Macedonia today builds friendly relations with all the neighboring countries, solving the open issues through a permanent dialogue and mutual respect;

· Finally, in contrast to the near past, when the Republic of Macedonia was facing a treat of internal destabilization, today, after the 5th of July elections, the main political visions of the parties amount to the following projects:

· Invest in Macedonia, with which the State is promoting the Macedonian business potentials in 35 countries;

· Competitiveness in the fixed telephony and liberalization of the mobile telephony;

· Regulatory Guillotine, with which the foreign investors are given the opportunity to establish a company in three days, through drastic simplification of the bureaucratic procedures;

· Tax reduction;

· Investments;

· In other words, creating conditions for better life for all the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia.

Dear participants,

We are aware that the bad experiences from the past should remind us not to commit the same mistakes in the present;

We know that the insufficient communication between the different ethnic and political groups, embodied in their political representatives of the past, is reminding us to be much more critical concerning the current political events;

Nevertheless, we should be aware that the time of political exclusiveness was left behind us in the nineties and that the political culture of mutual political dialog has been build up through the years. I assure you that we shall build our common European future on this very same foundation upon which Macedonia is already resting. 

In this regard, at the very end, I will just mention, as an allusion to the aforesaid, that the exceptionally influential Hungarian political economist, namely Janosz Kornai, in the eve of the fall of the Communism in Europe, send a message to the world that the way to free market economy is only one. But yet, in 1995 he concluded that there is a main road as well as side roads, on which the pace of the democratic transformation of the mentioned countries depends. 

In this regard, I would like to conclude that the path of the Republic of Macedonia towards the finalization of the processes of stabilization and democratization is marked. The awareness and the responsibility for facing the priorities is on a high level, what leads to the conclusion that Macedonia, which undisputedly belongs to Europe has the capacity and shows firm commitment to end its journey to the European Union as soon as possible, that is to say to get the date for starting the negotiation for membership and to start with the negotiations for membership in the Union as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your attention. 

